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Editorial 


Watch out there’s a con about 

We shouldn't be surprised that many British people are 
taken in by the British National Party. It isn’t very 
complicated. Like dodgy salesmen they don't tell you 
that their product is faulty and by the time you find out 
you've already had your fingers burnt. 

This is what happened to Maureen Stowe in Burnley, a 
community activist who was apparently oblivious to 
what the BNP stood for nationally. She claims to have 
been elected to the council without really knowing what 
the party was about. It seems incredible to seasoned 
observers of the BNP that anyone could not see the 
organisation for what it is. But we anti-fascists have to 
face the reality that the BNP does not go to the public on 
a platform of Holocaust denial and compulsory 
repatriation of black people but claims it is simply 
standing up for beleaguered local people against the 
other political parties. 

Now apparently a Jewish candidate and also an openly 
gay candidate are expected to stand for the BNP in the 
June elections. If this actually happens, neither will be 
without precedent — the National Front had one or two 
Jewish and openly gay members in the 1970s — but it 
shows that the BNP is capable of convincing some 
people that it is not a bunch of hatemongers. 
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People become victims of con-artists because they 
are just going about their work-a-day lives making 
the best of what is available to them. Why should they 
think that they might be conned at any moment? 
Meanwhile, the cunning prey on the unsuspecting. 
For example near entire communities have been taken 
in by financial scams such as pyramid selling. 
The crucial factor for a scam like that to work is that it 
must involve local people who sincerely believe in 
the scam - that is they don’t see where it is all leading. 
It is exactly the same with the BNP; local people are 
duped into endorsing the nazi party and bring their 
community down with them. 

We oppose the BNP not solely because it is racist or 
antisemitic or a dozen other things that fit its hateful 
agenda. These are good enough reasons in themselves 
but the truth is that the nazis offer nothing even to the 
people they profess to speak for, white Britons. As Ms 
Stowe points out, she wanted to do something for her 
town, but in the end through the BNP brought nothing 
but shame to Burnley. The BNP circus might believe that 
there is a “sucker born every minute” as it rolls from 
town to town with something for everyone. Our task 
though is to spread the message that Britain deserves 
better than that. 
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BNP counciller 


All over the country hundreds of BNP —— 
are putting the final touches to their 

election manifestos. On past experience 

most will be complete works of fiction. 

Nick Lowles looks at the performance of 

the existing BNP councillors. 





war, spin and a sensationalist media have all 
contributed to widespread scepticism and the BNP 
capitalises on it. 

“The old gang” is how the BNP dismisses the other 
parties. And the fascists know they are tapping into a 
mood that many people share. By contrast, they tell 
voters, they offer an alternative — they speak up for the 
Silent Majority. 

Research shows that the BNP benefits from being 
“new” and “different”. “Let’s give them a chance”, say 
some voters. After all the BNP is all things to all people. 
It has not been tested and it can promise the world. 

But when they have got into office BNP councillors have 
failed to perform. 


Last summer many commentators were seriously 
concerned that the BNP would eventually take control 
of Burnley council. It was not an unrealistic prospect. 
The BNP had just got seven new councillors elected and 
had polled more votes than Labour across the town. 

The performance of the BNP councillors has ensured 
that this is no longer a possibility. 

The Burnley BNP councillors have been a disaster, not 
only for the people who voted for them but for the BNP 
nationally. 

Last summer it was revealed that BNP councillors had 
only spoken once in a full council meeting in 14 months 
of holding office. Rather than apologising or even being 
embarrassed, their group leader, Len Starr, not only 
confirmed that they had stayed silent but went on to say 
that they had no intention of presenting any proposals 

to the council in the foreseeable future. And this was 
when they were the official opposition party. 
New BNP councillor Brian Turner then 
angered residents when he slammed a 
community project as “politically correct 
nonsense”. Unfortunately for “turnip” 
Turner, as he is known locally, the 
scheme had been drawn up by the 
community itself. Rather than 


T= public does not trust politicians. Sleaze, the Iraq 


Luke Smith 

















Robin Evans 


apologise for his stupidly, Turner then claimed his 
comments had been made up by an imposter! 

The BNP’s position deteriorated even further when 
another of its councillors, Luke Smith, smashed a bottle 
into the face of a fellow BNP supporter. In the resulting 
by-election the BNP vote halved and the party slipped 
down into third place. 

When the BNP did eventually break its silence it only got 
into further trouble. Burnley council had made an 
application to the government for £1501 to build five “state 
of the art” new schools. The BNP opposed the plan 
claiming that the schools were a cover to force integration 
on white parents. When the governinent rejected the 
application the BNP was jubilant and took full credit. 
Quite obviously, this has infuriated many parents. 

At least the BNP councillors turned up for the budget 
meeting this time, unlike last year when they were all 
absent. It hardly made any difference as they just sat 
there in silence. This was the final straw for BNP 
councillor Maureen Stowe. She walked out of the party 
the following day and has now attacked her former 
colleagues publicly. 

It was yet another public relations nightmare for 
Burnley BNP. But it wasn't over yet. Rather than quietly 
accepting her resignation, BNP members have gone on 
the attack. One leading BNP official described her as a 
“witch”, others as “a Jewish plant” and a “thief”. Stowe is 
a 62-year-old grandmother who is extremely popular in 
her local area. The BNP’s disgusting personal attacks on 
her have lost it yet more votes. 


BLACKBURN | 


The BNP did have one councillor in Blackburn, Robin 
Evans, but last September he walked out of the party. 
He then wrote a letter to his former BNP colleagues 
denouncing Blackburn BNP as a party of drug dealers 
and football hooligans. 

He has remained a councillor, describing himself now as 
a “national socialist”, but plays little part on the council. 

Last year Searchlight reported that Evans could not 
follow council business. “This is all mumbo jumbo,” he 
told fellow councillors. “I don’t understand a word of 
it.” The mumbo-jumbo he was referring to was the 
council budget! 





BROXBOURNE 


BNP councillor Ramon Johns made big promises during 
his election campaign last year. He claimed he would 
“fight crime” and prevent the council from “dumping 
young families in sub-standard temporary 
accommodation’, “campaign for Cheshunt police 
station to be kept open 24 hours a day” and “put 
pressure on WAGN to run a more efficient rail service”. 

Of course he has done nothing on any of these issues. 
He has not spoken in a full council meeting nor made 
one single policy proposal. He claimed he was opposed 
to the “old gang” but has ended up voting with the 
Conservative council on almost everything. 

Despite his inactivity, he has taken his full allowance. 
He has also gone back on his word. He told voters that 
he believed “pensioners should get free bus passes” but 
when Labour councillors moved such a motion on the 
council he voted with the Conservatives to oppose it. 


Last summer Sandwell’s two BNP councillors thought 
they would outfox their political rivals by proposing a 
motion to the full council calling on the government to 
stop sending asylum seekers to the borough. 

They knew full well that the motion would fall but 
they would then be able to tell electors that the BNP was 
the only party that opposed the arrival of more asylum 
seekers in the area. 

To their surprise the motion was passed with an 
amendment. The BNP happily supported the new 
motion quite unaware that the changes reversed 
everything the BNP originally wanted. 

So the BNP councillors voted for a motion that 
sympathised with the plight of asylum seekers, 
condemned the government for being too harsh on 
them, attacked the press and politicians who tried to 
whip up racism and called on the council to accept their 
responsibility to take more. 

The BNP councillors did attend the council budget 
meeting but sat there in silence. Other than voting in 
support of asylum seekers the councillors have done 
little and seem out of their depth. 


Steve Batkin, the BNP’s Stoke councillor, 
has also failed to impress. During his 
election campaign last year he 
questioned the Holocaust and claimed 
that Jewish people only made an issue 
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Even the BNP has realised that Batkin has failed the 
voters of Stoke. The BNP removed Batkin as council 
group leader after a series of highly embarrassing gaffes 
and replaced him with the independent turncoat Barry 
Cuthbertson. 

But already this move seems to have backfired. 
No sooner had Cuthbertson taken over from Batkin than 
it emerged he was under official investigation for a foul- 
mouthed outburst against some local residents. 


David Exley was elected for the BNP in a council by- 
election on the back of many promises. He told voters 
that he would fight for better CCTV, “fairer funding” and 
zero tolerance. 

He has done very little and has certainly not raised any 
of these issues in the council chamber. 

His only contribution to a council debate was to ask 
whether Muslim teachers got more holidays than 
Christian teachers! (The answer David is no.) 


CALDERDALE 


The BNP councillors in Calderdale are the exception to 
the pack. While virtually every other BNP councillor has 
been almost invisible, the same cannot be said of the 
three in Calderdale. 

At the recent budget meeting they proposed 13 
amendments and spoke at every opportunity. Although 
none of their motions were carried, they did enough to 
receive a sickeningly glowing report (“BNP flex their 
muscles”) in the local paper. 

More recently they have tried to hijack a National 
Union of Teacers campaign to fight the closure of 
Mixenden Primary School, which has failed two 
government inspections. Unfortunately, the opport- 
unity for the BNP arose because the other parties (with 
the exception of one Liberal Democrat councillor) have 
all supported the closure. 

The Calderdale BNP councillors have been active 
because they are politically hardline and understand the 
purpose of their role. Two of them, Richard Mulhall and 
Adrian Marsden, were both previously linked to the nazi 
terror group Combat 18. 

However, it has not all been good news for the 
BNP. The party’s third councillor, Geoffrey 

Wallace, who defected from the Tories in 
December, has been booted off the 
Governing Bodies of three local schools 
for non-attendance. 



















Overall, the BNP councillors have failed 
miserably in every respect. Most have simply 
not been up to the job while others have found 
it is easy to promise the world but a lot harder 
to deliver. 
Destroying the myth that BNP councillors will 
make a difference is an essential part of the 
work anti-BNP groups need to do. But we will 
only do this if we have the information to 
expose their ineffectiveness. 
It is vital we keep copies of 
everything BNP candidates produce 
or say during the election 
campaign. Then if they get 
elected, their every 
movement is shadowed. 


of it to make money. 

His performance has not improved 
since then. He missed a few meetings 
early on but now just sits in silence. 
After eight months in post.he had to 
ask council officials to explain what 
abstaining meant. 

Earlier this year it emerged that he had 
not paid his council tax since becoming a 
councillor. He claimed this was because of the 
long queues of asylum seekers at the council tax 
office but of course this was nonsense because 
that office has nothing to do with asylum 
seekers. However, while he dodged 
his tax, he did find time to claim 
his full councillor’s allow- 
ance of £100 a week. 


] 


Steve Batkin 
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BNP brought shame c 





The British National Party was left with only six of its original eight councillors in 
Burnley after Maureen Stowe left the fascist party in March and turned against her 
former comrades. Councillor Stowe, who will remain on the council as an 
independent, claimed she was unaware of the real nature of BNP policies when she 

was elected in May 2003. Matthew Collins interviewed Clir Stowe for Searchlight. 


Councillor 
Maureen 
Stowe (front 
right) with 
anti-fascist 
campaigners 


“T think Nelson Mandela is brilliant, I told Bev so, and 
she didn’t say a word.” “Bev” is of course the (white) 
South African BNP official who covers Burnley for the 
BNP. She must have cringed at Maureen Stowe’s 
response to being asked who her political influences 
were, but it would seem the BNP was so desperate and 
eager to deceive that it also failed to tell Stowe, the 
former BNP councillor, that her adoption of a mixed 
raced child would also be frowned upon by a large 
section of the party membership. 

Cllr Stowe is a 62-year-old non-political politician 
who like many of her generation despairs at the rapid 
decline of her northern industrial town. Galvanised by a 
growing feeling that the government and her local 
council were becoming inept when it came to listening 
to voices like hers, she joined a new political party. 
And they loved her. “They could not do enough for me,” 
she says at her home to where she has just returned after 
another day of apologetically meeting her constituents. 
“I went to their meetings, which were boring, but I did 
think that Nick Griffin [the BNP leader] was some kind 
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of saviour. He presented himself in the Mandela mould, 
as some kind of freedom fighter, but he used us, he used 
me. Once we got elected he never had time for us, he 
would never tell me what the policies were. The rest of 
the councillors knew, they were hard-core, but they 
would not say either. I had to ring Griffin constantly to 
ask him if things that were being said about the BNP’s 
policies were true. He did not seem to have any interest 
in the town or the people once we were elected.” It took 
62 years and knowing Griffin for Maureen to get her first 
lesson in political expediency. 

People experienced in dealing with fascist parties 
have a tendency to cringe when faced with a councillor 
like Mrs Stowe. She could be your mum, your neighbour 
or your old school teacher, there seems no way to 
discredit her tenacity or dedication to people. She is 
after all a dedicated and hardworking woman raising her 
voice and pushing and shoving among the stuffed shirts 
of the council chamber. So how could she not know 
what she was letting herself in for? How could a woman 
of her years and experience not know she was about to 








become a councillor for a fascist party? She takes a long 
draw of breath before answering. It could after all be her 
distrust of politicians generally. “Can you believe I didn’t 
know? It’s shocking but they all wore suits and spoke 
about the things that were concerning people I knew 
too. I really thought they were the silent voice; it 
was what they didn’t say that eventually gave it away. 
They did not and could not care about the people who 
voted for them in the slightest.” 

The privilege of being on the council was the first 
giveaway for Mrs Stowe. The other councillors had an 
almost strict policy of silence in the chamber. “The other 
BNP councillors were overawed about not being allowed 
to say what they really wanted to say, they sat in silence 
or as previously did not even turn up to meetings to 
avoid having to have an input. 

“They had some strange ideas, some very strange 
ideas, but they would never say them, through fear of 
being exposed, I suppose. I began to realise it was all a 
big con, then I realised I had contributed to the shaming 
of Burnley. I love my town, I am a local lass, and I had 
absolutely no idea that the BNP did not care about 
Burnley at all. They had other ideas and they lied to 
people. I did not join the BNP because they did not like 
Asians or asylum seekers, I joined the BNP and became 
a councillor because I love this town.” 

After a moment of contemplative silence and a long 
sigh, Cllr Stowe picks up again where she left off. The local 
BNP branch has just put out a leaflet criticising her and 
telling her to stand down now she has left the party. 
The BNP also came to see her and she’s admitted she felt 
intimidated when three members were on her doorstep, 
trying to persuade her not to embarrass the party 
by resigning. 

“They are a disgrace,” she says, “and I will not back 
down from them. This town is built on Asian input 
into the industry we used to have here. It was 
not the Asians who took the industry away, 
was it?” Without waiting for an answer, 
Cllr Stowe throws up other gems. “I went 
__ to the Red, White and Blue festival last 
» year and heard what Luke [Smith, the 

. councillor who resigned following 

_ an attack on another member] had 
done and how they had thrown 
him out. He’s a lovely but a daft lad 
_who they used as well, really.” 
Cllr Stowe is not going to resign, 
she’s actually going to do what 
she thought she had been elected 
for: community politics with an 
always open ear available for the 
people of the town. 
“They've shamed our town, 
people think that Burnley is the 
race hate capital of Britain now. 
We only have 34 registered 
asylum seekers, but the BNP 
won't tell my people what they 
really believe. They made me 
shame my town, the BNP 
brought shame on my town.” 
































The hardline nazi group Combat 18 seems finally 
to have folded after its leader Mark Atkinson 
fled to Spain. 

Atkinson left his home in Berkshire with his 
partner and several children, telling his nazi friends 
that he had had enough of England. 

C18 has been declining ever since the murder of 
Chris Castle in 1997 but it was the rise of the 
British National Party and the public defection of 
C18’s former leading activist Darren Wells to 
Searchlight in 2001 that quickened its demise. 

Atkinson became active on the far right in 
the late 1980s. Within a year he was busy 
with the Imperial Knights of the Ku Klux Klan and 
later the BNP. He quickly became involved in C18 
and took part in a number of serious attacks on 
Chelsea fans in 1994. 

He has rarely been out of trouble. In 1997 he was 
imprisoned for producing and distributing the nazi 
magazine The Stormer. 

He is one of more than a dozen nazis linked to a 
C18 offshoot, the Racial Volunteer Force, who are 
currently under investigation. 

Atkinson took over the leadership of C18 from 
Will Browning. Although Browning still considers 
himself active, he has almost anonymous over the 
past two years. 

Some people will obviously still refer to 
themselves as “Combat 18” but as a national nazi 
organisation it is no more. : 

In West Yorkshire, former C18 activists such as 
Tony White and Kevin Watmough have thrown in 
their lot with the White Nationalist Party. In Oldham, 
allegiance is divided between the BNP and the 
Racial Volunteer Force, led by local nazi John Hill. 

In the North East some C18 figures, such as 
those around the nazi band Warhammer, have 
drifted back into more mainstream Blood and 
Honour circles. Many however have simply drifted 
out of right-wing politics. 
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News 171 brief 


NO ROOM AT THE 
INN FOR THE BNP 





By Paul Jones 


THE BRITISH NATIONAL PARTY could soon find itself in hot 
water again after a hotel chain revealed to Searchlight that 
it was seeking legal advice after a fabricated story about 
asylum seekers appeared on the BNP’s website. 

The Canadian hotel group Future Inns, whose UK division 
is based in Bristol, announced the move after Searchlight 
spoke to its Managing Director, Del Brett, and informed him 
of the story. 

The BNP website claimed in its regional section that 
Future Inns had contacted David Farnsworth, Chief 
Executive of the Welsh Refugee Council (WRC), apparently 
“touting” for business in the hope that the WRC could fill 
any vacancies with asylum seekers. 

A supposed “whistleblower” from the WRC was quoted as 
saying, “Don’t for a moment think that Future Inns is letting 
the Welsh Refugee Council know what facilities are 
available locally ... It’s about ‘bums on seats’ or to be more 
exact ‘refugees in hotel rooms’. It’s about securing a long 
term block booking involving hundreds of hotel rooms.” 

But after Searchlight spoke to Mr Brett the real story 
became clear. Mr Brett, who is Canadian, said, “The first | 
knew about this story was when | received several abusive 
anonymous emails from people telling me that asylum 
seekers were not welcome in Wales and that | should ‘go 
back’ to Canada. 

“The truth behind the story is that 800 standard letters 
were sent out to prospective customers, informing them 
about our new hotel that has just opened in Cardiff, near to 
the Millennium centre.” 

Brett was incredulous at the blatant lying to which the 
BNP had resorted. “| have never heard of David 
Farnsworth,” he said, “and can only assume that the Welsh 
Refugee Council was just one of the many organisations we 
contacted letting them know about our business. 

“It is certainly not our intention to gain a long term 
booking for refugees or asylum seekers.” 

Mr Brett declared that until we contacted him he had 
never heard of the BNP and was unaware of its policies. 
He added, “I will be contacting our legal team immediately 
with a view to starting legal action over this matter.” 

It appears that the BNP’s much vaunted legal team could 
be in for a very busy time this summer. 


No charges for police who made 
racist comments on TV 


SEVEN POLICE OFFICERS who resigned after being 
caught making racist comments on a BBC documentary 
will not face prosecution. Criminal inquiries were 
launched after the men were filmed in the documentary 
The Secret Policeman. 

Six officers from Greater Manchester Police, two from 
Cheshire and one from the North Wales force resigned 
after the programme. A tenth was suspended from 
North Wales Police. 

A spokesman for Greater Manchester Police said the 
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CPS had decided there was insufficient evidence for 
criminal proceedings to be instituted against the 
majority of the officers. He said the force was continuing 
to investigate the actions of two officers and a further 
file would be submitted to the CPS. 

PC Keith Cheshire, who did not resign, will also not be 
prosecuted. PC Keith Cheshire, a former plumber, was 
filmed for the programme saying, “Anyone of an Indian 
nature straight away you would just call him a Paki, 
wouldn't you?” He has since denied being racist. 
A spokeswoman for North Wales Police said, “disciplinary 
proceedings are now being prepared by the force”. 

A second North Wales officer, PC Rob Pulling, 
appeared in the documentary wearing a home-made 
Ku Klux Klan-style hood. PC Pulling, who was based 
in Rhyl, was shown saying Hitler had the “right idea” 
and that the murdered black teenager Stephen 
Lawrence had “deserved it”. Clive Wolfendale, the 
Deputy Chief Constable of North Wales, described 
Mr Pulling as “a disgrace’ within hours of the 
documentary being broadcast. 

The documentary prompted the Commission for 
Racial Equality to carry out an investigation into the 
recruitment, training and monitoring of the conduct of 
police officers and the management of their behaviour. 


Tory MP loses whip over race joke 


THE CONSERVATIVE LEADER, Michael Howard, removed the 
party whip last month from Ann Winterton, a backbench MP 
after she refused to apologise for making an offensive joke 
about drowned Chinese cockle-pickers in Morecambe Bay. 

It is the second time that Ms Winterton, the MP for 
Congleton, has been accused of making racist jokes at 
private evening functions. On the previous occasion she 
was sacked from the front bench by the former Tory leader, 
lain Duncan Smith. 

Mr Howard said in a statement, “Ann Winterton’s remarks 
about the tragic deaths in Morecambe Bay were completely 
unacceptable. Such sentiments have no place in the 
Conservative Party. | deplore them and | apologise for them 
on behalf of my party. As a result of her refusal to withdraw 
and apologise for them, the Conservative whip has been 
withdrawn from Ann Winterton.” 

She also faced calls to stand down as an MPR 

Nick Palmer, Labour MP for Broxtowe, who attended the 
dinner at which Ms Winterton made the racist comment, 
said the hosts were shocked. He said Ms Winterton had 
been warned by a fellow Tory MP. Cheryl Gillan, not to make 
a joke that was likely to cause offence. 

Mr Palmer said, “! was not sure whether to complain, 
but the remarks were really unjustified and_ tasteless. 
Everyone was completely embarrassed and stared at their 
plates. If she had been the host, | would have got up and left.” 

Peter Bradley, Labour MP for the Wrekin, said, “Michael 
Howard does not need to go to Burnley to take on racists — 
he should stay at Westminster to fight racists in his 
own ranks. 

“Ms Winterton is now a serial offender. One racist joke 
might be crass, two is bigotry. If the Tories want to reproject 
their party as a caring party, they should consider whether 
they really want someone like her representing their party.” 

Ms Winterton avoided legal action over her earlier 
remarks, and is unlikely to face action over what will 
probably be regarded as a private event. 

She is known as a right-winger who has campaigned 
against abortion and for the return of the death penalty. 
She is married to fellow Tory MP Sir Nicholas Winterton, 
who represents Macclesfield. 


———— oe 
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ANTI-RACIST FIGHTBACK 





Will the BNP 
go away if 
Christians just 
ignore them? 


Dale Barton 
Churches Together in Lancashire 
Inter Faith Development Officer 


THE BNP IS ASKING FOR YOUR VOTE. “Help us to win 
back Britain for the British” is its current slogan. It is 
definitely organising in Lancashire, and in more places 
than earlier this year. 

This year the BNP fielded a record 221 candidates in 
local elections. The BNP is organising to stand even more 
candidates in the June council elections this year. It also 
intends to field candidates for the European parliament. 

It has been argued that Christians should just ignore 
the BNP. Recently I heard the mayor of one Lancashire 
borough complaining about the publicity which the 
BNP attracts, and in the same breath speaking of it as a 
problem for her neighbouring borough. A double 
denial. Could it be that a Christian silence would deny 
extremists the “oxygen of publicity”? Will the BNP 
collapse eventually anyway? 

I do not think that Christians in general should ignore 
the BNP because: 

M@ it has a racially discriminatory basis, 

™@ it has taken to picking on Muslims, 

™@ it scapegoats the most vulnerable people in our 
society. 

All three of these are contrary to the practice of faith in 
Jesus Christ. 

And I do not think that the BNP will go away all that 
quickly if it is ignored. Its policies appeal to three sorts of 
voter. 

The first are those who live on the margins of our 
towns on estates where almost no one would live if they 
had the choice to live elsewhere. The local facilities are 
poor. The economic prospects and educational 
opportunities are poor. 

The BNP is a symptom that there is a problem. There 
is a justice issue for Christians to address. The trouble is 
that the BNP then provides the wrong diagnosis and the 
wrong solution to the problem. 

Middle-class flight and virtually segregated housing 
compound this. Lancashire has more local authority 
wards where “ethnic minorities” are a majority than 
anywhere in England outside Birmingham and London; 
more than neighbouring Manchester, far more than 
Bradford. It is hard for people on the forgotten estates to 
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admit that residents of inner urban areas are also poor, 
and that they might have common cause at the town 
hall. There is competition for the resources. 

The second reason that people vote BNP is fear about 
a real or supposed threat to their way of life. A small 
Muslim community in one very well heeled Lancashire 
borough has been trying to get planning permission for 
a room in which to teach a small number of children. 
Racist outbursts and then a threat of violence were 
shouted at the planning appeal on 18 March this year. 
As people left the meeting the BNP was handing out 
its paper The Voice of Freedom inside the council offices. 
It so happens that the appeal was rejected. 

Thirdly, people vote BNP out of a sense of white 
superiority. In a word, racism. It cannot be assumed that 
age and white hair brings wisdom in this matter. 

We should not overestimate the BNP but nor should 
we ignore it. Its appeal is insidious, divisive and 
dangerous. 

There is a lot that we can do as Christians to resist this 
racism and scapegoating by the BNP. 

We can get to know our neighbours of other faiths. 
There are many tried and tested ways of doing this. 
In Lancashire in the past three years more than a 
thousand people from the churches have made a visit 
to amosque and many hundreds have been to a temple. 
It is good to stand in solidarity with our friends from 
other faith communities publicly affirming the 
inclusive values of faith. 

We can give asylum seekers at least a fair hearing. 
Here we have church drop-ins and church sponsored 
work with asylum seekers and refugees. 

A group of Blackburn churches recently held a 
carefully planned and very successful Indian afternoon 
on racial justice Sunday. Five churches invited a group of 
Indian Christians who have come to nurse in Blackburn 
hospitals to tell their story. There was Indian food and 
dancing and singing as well. 

Christians and Muslims can get to know each other 
without demonising each other. Christians and Muslims 
in Burnley model good relationships because they 
have real and growing relationships, and co-operate on a 
social project. 

There is work in schools to do. In Pendle “Building 
Bridges” workers, all with a faith perspective, work in 
schools with year six children. These children have the 
opportunity to explore what they feel about difference 
in religion, culture and race, and then work out their 
own response to this. 

The letters’ page of the local paper is a good way of 
publicly airing a Christian view. There have been at least 
two attempts by the BNP in Lancashire to claim 
Christian clothes. A Methodist preacher in the columns 
of his local paper effectively answered it, and 
providentially the BNP gained no seats in his borough. 

In Lancashire BNP politics are very damaging. 
The party exacerbates the social problems we already 
have and causes new problems. The BNP is aiming to 
become a national movement. I do not think Christians 
should be silent or inactive. 


Jewish BNP ca 
election stunt g 


Rustem — who is half Turkish — was given 
membership. 

Ms Richardson was going to stand for election 
last year but internal opposition at the time put paid 
to that. Griffin obviously thinks he can get away with 





Election fever is sweeping the BNP as we head 
towards June and it is pulling out all the stops 
to maximise support. Nick Griffin loves a stunt, 
and the latest is the revelation that the fascist 





party intends to stand a Jewish woman in the 
council elections in June. By Steve Silver 


Pat Richardson, who lives in Loughton, is set to 
represent the nazi party in the Epping Forest district 
council election. Her husband is also involved in the 
BNP. Defending her actions in The Jewish News, 
Richardson, 58, claimed she had a Jewish upbringing 
and that members of her family had fought Mosley’s 
fascists. In response to revelations of the BNP’s 
Holocaust denial and antisemitism she said she 
believed that the "present party is different to the 
old party”. 

As incredible as her involvement seems, she is hardly 
the only person to be fooled by the BNP’s image change 
and to become a dupe for its propaganda. 

Nick Griffin, the BNP leader, should have been cock-a- 
hoop at his latest coup: a Jewish candidate for a nazi 
party. Surely this would take the sting out of the charges 
of antisemitism that the BNP finds so damaging. 

But it seems Griffin can’t get anything right these 
days. Because the BNP is a nazi party he has caused 
an internal furore that shows no signs of abating. 
The hardcore nazis are in uproar that a “racial enemy” 
can be admitted to the party, let alone stand for election. 
Only a couple of months ago Griffin was trying to 
ameliorate the hardliners by telling them in the BNP 
house magazine Identity that changes in BNP policy to 
make the nazi party appear more mainstream had gone 
as far as they would go and no further. It seems that BNP 
members don’t mind lying to the public, but having it 
done to themselves is just too much. 


BNP policy changes for public consumption 

While the news that the BNP have a Jewish woman 
involved in their organisation might surprise many of its 
opponents, it is in fact the logical conclusion of a 
trajectory that the BNP has been on for some time. 
Firstly, Griffin was instrumental in ditching the BNP’s 
longstanding policy of compulsory repatriation of non- 
white immigrants. Then in June 2001 the BNP launched 
the “ethnic liaison committee” which sought out 
“publicity activity with non-whites”. What this meant in 
practice among other things was finding black people 
who also believe in racial segregation — apartheid. 

For some BNP supporters the introduction of an anti- 
Muslim Sikh columnist to the pages of Identity was the 
final straw. Indeed, what forced Griffin to put fingers to 
keyboard in Identity defending his position was because 
for a couple of year’s now there have been rumours that 
the BNP is going to accept black people into 
membership. This was fuelled by the fact that Lawrence 
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it this time but he has underestimated the 
depth of feeling inside his party. 


Tyndall gets uppity 

There has been much infighting 
in the BNP over its policy 
changes.’ "This Jed to’ the 
expulsion of its former leader 
John Tyndall (he has since been 
reinstated after legal proce- 
edings). At the time he attacked 
Griffin in no uncertain terms 
saying that the party had “now | 
abandoned its commitment to | 
the eventual achievement of § 
an all-white Britain, that it 
accepts the multi-cultural 
society as an unchangeable 
fact, and that we must now 
just grin and bear it and make 
the best of it”. 

The idea that the BNP is 
selling out its core principles for 4 
electoral advantage is eating 
away at the organisation from 
the inside. After all isn’t that what 
the “old gang parties” do? 

But Griffin has a problem. If the 
BNP went to the electorate openly 
with what it stood for it would be 
decisively rejected. After all, since 
fascism was first imported to British 
soil, the British public has rejected it 
time and again. 


Griffinism 

Some in the BNP are enthusiastic 
about the changes and are prepared 

to defend them. In response to a 
message on the nazi Stormfront 
website forum quoting Ms Richardson 
as saying the BNP would not completely 
halt immigration a Griffin loyalist 
responded, “I don't think this comment 
should be taken too seriously. She obviously 
has no say in central BNP policy. But if it 
would mislead liberalish people to vote for 
the BNP then it is good. We also need our own 
propaganda to win votes.” 

As the debate raged another person posting on 
the nazi Stormfront site wrote, “Let’s see how this 
development unfolds ... I mean there are [sic] 
honestly committed leadership in the BNP — 


indidate 





auses turmoil 


they are sincerely fighting for Britain. If this little 
S publicity stunt of theirs convince [sic] more people to 
: _ vote for them, why not? If there ever is a BNP victory, 
*, I can assure you a BNP leadership won't be dictated to 
= by Jews on how to run the country.” 
of Another contributor added that they believed 
members of ethnic minority groups 
should be allowed to get involved in 
the BNP through the ethnic liaison 
committee effectively as party 
supporters: “Not as full voting 
members of the main BNP party 
structure — that would ALWAYS be 
reserved only for pure blood 
Europeans, but as associate mem- 
bers of the Ethnic Liason [sic] 
Group that would be a satellite 
group connected to the BNP. 
Le pen does it, Haider does it, the 
Vlams [sic] Blok do it. 
“Even Hitler had islamics, 
Ukranians, Turkmenistanis, 
georgians, chenyans, Indians, 
sikhs and many others. When 
the hard core bang on about 
‘purity’ they always seem to 
forget that their hero had more 
foreigners fighting for him 
than he did germans.” 

It all makes interesting, if 
somewhat illiterate, reading 
because in the mid 1990s 
before Griffin was leader of 

the BNP he condemned 
people who wanted to make 

the party more mainstream. 
He wrote one article in The Rune, 
the magazine that he edited, in 
which he said that the kind of 
politics he is now advocating would 
be a sellout and would make the 
| BNP no different from the Tories. 

Griffin's ability to carry out a complete 
about-turn in his views knows no bounds. In the 
late 1980s he was instrumental in expelling 
his longstanding comrade Patrick Harrington from 
the “political soldier wing” of the National Front. 
His crime? Harrington had gone to the Jewish 
Chronicle and said the NF was no longer anti-Jewish 
and wanted to seek a rapprochement with the Jewish 
community. 

























The backlash 

While some BNP members are prepared to give Griffin 
the benefit of the doubt, many believe that a “Jew 
candidate” is a step too far. Some complain that BNP 
rules that require a member to be of “European stock” 
should preclude Ms Richardson from membership, let 


alone representing the party as an election candidate. 

The lack of democracy inside the BNP has led to 
members turning to forums outside the party structure 
to debate the party’s new direction. As the debate 
unfolded on the internet one BNP member announced 
on the Stormfront site, “Each must deal with this 
development according to his or her own conscience. 

“For me it is a compromise too far and I have resigned 
from the BNP. 

“T still wish them well in June but feel that they no 
longer represent my core values as a British nationalist.” 

The visceral antisemitism displayed by BNP members 
and supporters as they try to come to terms with a 
Jewish candidate is probably a shock only to Griffin. 
Perhaps he started to believe his own lie that the BNP is 
not an antisemitic party, though this is hardly likely for 
the man who wrote Who are the Mindbenders. This key 
BNP antisemitic text, a conspiracy theory classic, 
purports to show how the BBC is controlled by Jews. 
Perhaps he believes that every party member can be just 
as two-faced as he is. 

Of course other nazis outside the BNP cannot resist a 
bit of Schadenfreude by throwing their few pfennigs 
worth in. As we go to press there are nearly 250 postings 
on Stormfront on this one issue alone, which shows the 
level of feeling it has aroused. 

As with all things nazi the debate is not without its 
comic moments. One person who uses the name “Odin’s 
Eye’ calls for the singing of “Onward Christian Soldiers” 
at BNP meetings. Those who refuse to sing it would void 
their membership. This advocacy of Christianity is all 
the more amusing from someone who writes in the 
name of a Norse god. 

That discussion inside the BNP will continue on this 
issue is beyond doubt. One Stormfront contributor 
makes clear what needs to be done: “People should not 
start resigning from the BNP if you are BNP members. 
You need to, and some non-members have suggested, 
work from the inside and tell your branch organiser and 
above that you are not in agreement with this current 
move. You BNP members, foot soldiers of the movement 
are the true warriors of our Cause and now you have a 
mission to make your feelings heard, not only for the 
BNP, but to make sure the Cause of Nationalism does 
not get humiliated any more. We don't want another 
councillor Stowe episode [the Burnley BNP councillor 
who publicly left in disgust] ...” 

It is within the hands of anti-fascists to ensure that the 
BNP does worse than it expects in the coming elections 
because of the massive barrage of propaganda it faces. 
If we can achieve that then things will start to go rapidly 
downhill for the nazis. While they can claim to be 
moving on an upward trajectory Griffin is in a stronger 
position to hold his party together. As soon as 
things start to go awry the BNP’s internal contradiction 
of trying to appear hardline to hardliners and moderate 
to potential voters will be its final undoing. Roll on 
that day. 


Nick Griffin's 
latest 
publicity stunt 
has put him 
under intense 
pressure from 
his own 
members 
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lreland 


By Matthew Collins 


he attempt by the progressive wing of Ulster 
loyalism to combat racism in its own ranks seems 


to have failed. 

The political wing of the Ulster Volunteer Force, the 
Progressive Unionist Party (PUP), threatened in March 
to walk away from the UVF after its members were again 
implicated in the ongoing racism in the province, in 
particular in the Donegal Pass stronghold, where UVF 
men have already been stood down by the leadership 
over their alleged racist links. 

The final straw for the PUP came after it was revealed 
by the Chinese Welfare Association of Northern Ireland 
that as many as 40 families have been forced to flee the 
area citing continued violence and harassment of 
the community by people associated with the 
paramilitary organisation. The intimidation is being 
blamed, among many other things, on plans for a 
Chinese community centre in the area. The Chinese 
community had hoped that a centre would build bridges 
between the two communities and had planned to 
invite people to attend traditional Chinese ceremonies 
and celebrations they were hoping to hold there. Instead 
the response was swift and racist attacks. 

Stephanie Green of the local residents’ forum was 
among those who held talks with the Chinese 
community after a lightning raid by racists left the area 
plastered with leaflets and stickers attacking plans for 
the centre. Ms Green is among a growing number of 
people who blame the increase in xenophobia and racist 
attacks in the province on educational deficiencies in 
the community. “What was said in that leaflet seemed to 
place all the ills in the community on one ethnic group. 
We need a process of education to change these views,” 
she added. 

Posters and leaflets distributed in the area claimed 
that the Chinese community had “yellow” blood and 
that Donegal Pass was in danger of becoming a “China 
Town”. When the leaflets and posters were reported, a 
large number of people, including local PUP 
members, helped remove them while SDLP 
councillors and the Police Service of Northern Ireland 
(PSNI) both spoke of continuing racist activity in the 
community. The government has just announced a 
£774m strategy for the PSNI, which will include 
training to deal with the effects of racist crime and 
intimidation. The PSNI confirmed that reports of such 
incidents had increased by some 30% in the past 12 
months. Police who carried out searches of the homes 
of known paramilitaries removed computer hardware 
and other regalia that they say are connected to the 
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Northern 


ongoing campaign of intimidation. No further arrests 
have been made however, though the pressure from 
Protestant leaders is growing. Among them is the 
Rev Ian Paisley who describes the leaflets as “vicious 
and diabolical”. 

There would appear to be two faces of loyalist and 
Unionist thinking on the subject of race and racism in 
the province. While the larger Unionist parties have 
traded for decades on the misery and bigotry of 
their own policies, they appear at ease to criticise any 
minor party that may eat into their constituencies. 
This obviously includes groups such as the BNP, which 
may be capable in some areas of galvanising the same 
working-class support as does David Ervine’s PUP and 
others suspicious, or even tired, of the DUP and 
Unionist Party. Ervine’s PUP, the leading working-class 
Unionist party, has for a long time suffered sniping 
from the core conservatism of Ulster Unionism 
for its progressive “Paris Commune” ideals. Further 
to this, the PUP and the UDA’s political wing 
both clashed with Paisley supporters over power 
sharing and the Good Friday peace agreement, 
pushing the PUP in particular to the outer fringes of 
mainstream Unionism. 

However it is the PUP that has been at the forefront of 
the struggle against racism in loyalist areas of the 
province. Ervine has continually called for better 
education and understanding. Almost all those working 
in the area of race and racism in the province point to a 
deficiency in cultural understanding and celebration of 
diversity as a result of years of suspicion, sectarianism 
and siege mentalities. Ervine’s persistence in tackling 
these issues has in the words of one source “put the 
noses out” of some UVF men he purports to represent. 
While the UVF has largely maintained its ceasefire the 
division in its ranks and the emergence of the far-right 
aligned splinter LVF has in many ways curtailed the 
PUP’s influence on loyalist thinking. 

Most worryingly for the PUP the active involvement of 
UVF members in the racist leaflets would appear to be a 
deliberate affront to its earlier statements about its 
attitudes to racists being active in the community. 
The tired and obviously beleaguered Ervine told 
Searchlight, as he had already told another 50 or so other 
media outlets, “I cannot stand on the same ground as 
racists”. As to whether that would mean an actual 
parting of the waves between the PUP and UVE for 
which he served a prison sentence for possession of 
explosives, he reiterated that that was his position and 
on that he would not budge. 

Earlier this year Ervine had confidently sworn that 
the UVF was not involved in racist attacks and 
intimidation; now he could be facing a political career 
without the leg-up of his previous paramilitary 
connections. Having sworn to “stand shoulder to 
shoulder” with the victims of racist intimidation, he 
could be doing so in the very faces of those whose 
interests he once wanted so to promote. 
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ANOTHER COUNTRY ANOTHER SCAM 


THE BNP IN 


Justin Barrett, 
former leader 
of an anti- 
abortion 
group and a 
part of Nick 
Griffin’s 
European 
circle 


IRELAND 


By Gerry Gable 


month with the launch of a Keep Ireland Irish 

campaign. The announcement of this new 
enterprise by Nick Griffin, the BNP leader, appeared 
on the BNP website on 3 March under the title Eire 
First Fund. 

Its stated aim is to “encourage Irish patriots to make a 
serious effort to organise themselves into a new party 
which will give the Irish electorate the chance to vote to 
keep Ireland Irish’. The reason for its formation, 
according to the BNP website, is that towns and villages 
in Ireland “are filling up with Third World 
immigrants/asylum seekers’. 

This is not Griffin’s first venture into the Irish 
Republic. Three years ago his fascist fellow traveller 
in Ireland was Justin Barrett, then the leader of 
Youth Defence. This anti-abortion group, founded in 
1992, was financed by American far-right Catholics who 
were assisting James Kopp, who had gone on the run 
after murdering an abortion doctor and had recently 
been captured. 

Griffin brought Barrett into the inner circles of 
the fascist fold and arranged invitations for him to 
meet prominent nazi leaders in Europe in 2000. 
They included the former Baader Meinhof terrorist 
Horst Mahler, who had undergone a_ political 
transformation and was a key lawyer for the German 
nazi group the NPD. Barrett had in fact been in contact 
with the youth wing of the NPD since the mid-1990s. 

Another key link was Derek Holland, a fanatical fascist 
Catholic and long-time ally of Griffin from his political 
soldier days in the late 1980s when they travelled to 
Libya together to try and gain support from Colonel 
Gaddafi’s regime. Holland, Barrett and Kopp turned out 
to be members of the same heretical fundamentalist 
chapel in Athlone. 

Barrett led a Youth Defence cover campaign called No 
to Nice which campaigned for a no vote in the two Irish 
referenda on whether to ratify the European Union's 
Nice Treaty. Barrett and Holland feared it would lead to 
the easing of Ireland’s harsh anti-abortion laws. 

Barrett has also shared platforms with Roberto Fiore, 
the convicted Italian terrorist and leader of the Italian 
fascist group Forza Nuova. Griffin was a leading light in 
Fiore’s International Third Position before he headed 
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into the BNP in the 1990s. The British section of the ITP 
sold Barrett’s book, The National Way Forward, which is 
strongly racist and anti-democratic. It has found a large 
audience.on the far right and was republished last year. 

Barrett has moved away from Youth Defence, 
ostensibly because he is over the group’s age limit of 30. 
His political support now seems mainly confined to tiny 
groups that do little more than produce posters and 
leaflets or turn up on nazi websites. They include the 
weirdly named NSRUS, standing for National Socialists 
Are Us, the Celtic Wolves and the National Democratic 
Party, which are linked to a very unhealthy emerging 
White Power music scene in Dublin and Limerick. 

His latest ruse is promoting Mel Gibson’s film about 
the crucifixion, The Passion of the Christ, which many 
see as anti-Jewish. Barrett's Mother and Child Scheme 
organisation is giving away thousands of free tickets and 
trying to raise money to block-book cinemas. 

Searchlight expected Griffin to turn to Barrett again 
for his Keep Ireland Irish campaign. He did not and 
the truth may prove to be a lot more interesting. 
Griffin's campaign may turn out to be just another 
of Griffin's money-making schemes on the back of his 
British members. 

The new campaign was launched with statements far 
more explicitly racist than the BNP’s propaganda in the 
run-up to the European elections on 10 June. 


Its “Declaration” opens with the words “Irishmen and 
Irishwomen: In the name of God and of the dead of 
generations from which she receives her old tradition 
of nationhood and her identity, Ireland, through 
us, summons her children to strike for her survival as 
an Irish nation.” 

If this sounds familiar, it is because it is an insulting 
parody of the founding Declaration of the Irish Republic 
in 1916. The declaration goes on to attack immigrants, 
refugees and non-Christians. An accompanying 
statement says that the fight with Britain is over, “now 
it’s anew battle” for “the birthright of Ireland’s children”. 

Griffin stated on Irish Radio that he had written the 
Declaration “with two Irish supporters in a pub in 
London four weeks ago”. This might explain his failure to 
understand Irish politics, as his constant use of the term 
Eire shows. Eire is the Gaelic name for Ireland. Reference 
to it in English speech is generally confined to Northern 
Irish unionists speaking more often than not in 
derogatory terms about the Irish Republic. 

At the end of the declaration are the campaign’s links 
to the fascists of the Front National in France and the 
Vlaams Blok in Belgium. Clearly the NPD and Forza 
Nuova are there in spirit with this nonsense that is fully 
in line with the “Europe of 100 Flags” so avidly promoted 
by Fiore and Griffin in the past. 

The Irish end of this campaign appears to be run by 
Paul Kangley, a long-time member of Fianna Fail in the 
constituency of Bertie Aherne, the Irish Prime Minister. 
He was an active fundraiser for the centre-right 
government party and claims to have been a dinner 
guest at Aherne’s home on more than one occasion. 

Kangley was living an extremist and racist political 
life parallel to his Fianna Fail activities. He is believed 
first to have come across the BNP while living in 
London in the 1980s. 

Like Barrett he campaigned against the Nice Treaty 
in 2001, adopting the title Irish People's Party, which 
seemed to consist of little more than a couple of 
dissatisfied members of the Immigration control 
Platform. The ICP was founded in 1998 and is led by 
Annie Ni Connail, a teacher from Cork. It had little 
impact electorally and many believed the group had 
become tainted by antisemitism. Ni Chonnail herself 
polled only 926 votes in the 2002 Irish parliamentary 
election. 

Kangley tried to collect signatures to put his name 
forward as for the 2002 elections on behalf of the Irish 





Paul Kangley, 
Griffin’s well 
heeled chum 
in Ireland 





People’s Party but withdrew after 
running an_ openly racist 
campaign which came under 
attack from anti-fascists and 
republicans. The final straw was 
his declaration at one of two 
meetings he held that he had an 
Asian wife. This lost him the little 
support he had attracted from 
boneheads and racists. Fianna 
Fail expelled him after the Irish 
press exposed his activities. 

Kangley, a one-time bit-part 
actor, is believed to be a very 
wealthy man and stories that the 
BNP had given his group 
financial support were met with 
scepticism. His fortune comes 
from his ownership of many 
properties in Dublin’s inner city area, which he lets to 
refugees, asylum seekers and immigrants. 

In view of Kangley’s substantial means, it seems 
strange that the BNP website calls for donations to 
enable the Eire First group “to place their updated 
version of the Declaration of Irish Independence as an 
advert in newspapers in Eire”. Perhaps it is that Griffin 
can never resist an opportunity to ask his supporters for 
money, which is more likely to end up in his mainland 
election campaign than in Ireland. 

Maybe someone in the BNP might like to tell us more 
about Griffin’s jaunts to Cork in the past few years. 

The Keep Ireland Irish campaign is only one recent 
example of the BNP throwing off some of its inhibitions 
about being tainted as fellow travellers of European 
nazis. In the February issue of the BNP magazine 
Identity Julie Russell, daughter of the BNP press officer 
Dr Stuart Russell, alias Phil Edwards, has put her name 
to two pages on “The True Concept of Being ‘European’”. 

Her article opens by attacking “the undemocratic 
superstate of the EU” and goes on to state that the BNP 
is not anti-European but “for us ‘European’ also means 
‘White’”. Then she treats us to a quasi-academic tour of 
the ancient peoples of Europe and how they were all 
racially OK. Even Tolkien’s interest in language gets 
chucked in. 

More interestingly the article turns out to be a lead-in 
to Ms Russell’s announcement of the BNP’s new baby, 
the BNP Overseas Liaison group “to foster friendly 
relations and contacts with like-minded political parties 
and groups abroad”. At the moment the group is 
exchanging publications with its foreign contacts but 
plans visits for BNP officials abroad. Well she should 
know a lot about that as she was a regular visitor to 
groups such as the NPD while studying in Manchester. 

And it is no surprise that another aim of the group 
is to prepare the way for any BNP MEPs elected in 
June to form a grouping in the European Parliament 
with suitable MEPs from other countries in order to 
get the BNP’s sticky fingers on extra EU funding for 
official groups. 

She ends by telling her readers that the group is now 
in touch with the NPD, Vlaams Blok, Front National, the 
PNOS in Switzerland, the Lega Nord Italian separatist 
group and unnamed persons in the USA and Australia. 
The BNP seems to have missed out on Fiore’s vicious 
thugs and the Spanish fascists who appear to have 
provided muscle at Salford University for the BNP’s 
over-handy student organiser Tony Wentworth. 

Clearly race is everything to Ms Russell and her party. 





Julie Russell, 
in charge of 
the BNP’s 
Overseas 
Liaison Group 
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WHAT THEIR 
PAPERS SAY 


fter my complaint in February 
Az the distinct lack of 
ontent in the December 
edition of John Tyndall’s Spearhead, 
I am pleased to report that the minor 
glitch appears to have been rectified 
somewhat. “Hate!” February’s Spear- 
head screams, “Hate!” I take it all back 
JT, you are without doubt unsurpas- 
sed in the hate department. Is it a 
wonder that the current leader of the 
political party that was, after all, your 
former fan club has little room for you 
at up-and-coming election meetings? 
February’s Spearhead (number 420) 
has Tyndall addressing the awful 
decline of Britain’s industry, 


something he has previously touched 
on at great length in some 336 other 
issues. Industry and the fact that we 
don't do it as well as Johnny foreigner 
has always been JT’s second favourite 
topic of concern. According to JT, we 


the nation were humiliated some- 
what by the fact that the French built 
and an American company (Cunard) 
commissioned the Queen Mary II 
liner, launched back in January. 
Of course, JT knows a lot about 
humiliation. Who can forget his old 
mate from up north who ran off with 
the perfume heiress from right under 
his nose, or those embarrassing 
photographs of JT in his jackboots 
going camping with said love rival 
and the extremely camp and none too 
lamented, American nazi George 
Lincoln Rockwell? I’m not insinuating 
anything here of course, there’s far too 
much innuendo in the BNP these 
days about that sort of thing, but we 
should all join hands and be delighted 
that while on this subject the boys’ 
guide to cub scouting by Baden 
Powell was also re-released that 
month. 

I see my mate Gerry Bagel’s old 
chums at the League of St George have 
now reached issue number 60 of their 
occasional and sporadic hate rag 
League Sentinel. The Sentinel, which 
describes itself as “Aiming For The 
Truth’, is jam packed with the sort of 
conspiracy theory that must make the 
archer who takes aim on the masthead 
of the rag a very, very busy Aryan. 
As well as all the usual nasty stuff 
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about Jews and a call for an inquiry 
into the death in Spandau prison of 
Rudolf Hess, Hitler’s deputy, is the 
headline “British National Party faces 
complete failure at this June’s 
elections”. Just when you thought the 
Sentinel had finally found the truth it 
so highly aims for — shock for Nick 
Griffin of the BNP — it turns out to be 
an appeal for funding for Griffin’s new- 
look nazi party. Perhaps Keith 
Thompson could tip in some of those 
sheckels Gerry chucked him a few 
years back for a copy of the League's 
membership list, just to get the 
ball rolling. 

Over at the mainstream BNP, 
although all traces of Tyndall are 
being quickly and magically erased, it 
seems you just can't keep every good 
nazi down and few come better than 
Richard Edmonds, the criminal and 
former national organiser of that 
party. As well as regular mentions and 
photographs of Edmonds in Voice of 
Freedom and Identity, the two main 
organs of the BNP, Edmonds turned 
up on the party’s website in March 
having by all accounts entirely 
covered the London suburb of Eltham 
while out leafleting in late February. 
Being from around that neck of the 
woods myself, I reckon the 5,000 
leaflets the BNP claim to have 
distributed one fine Aryan afternoon 
in February would probably just 
about cover a couple, at most, of the 
larger council estates there. 

If you don't feel like chucking your 
money at those notoriously deep 
pockets at the BNP maybe you could 
help out the increasingly ailing 
National Front, my old party. The fact 
that there was less than £700 in the 
party’s main account last Christmas 
seems to have sparked the notoriously 
lazy merchandising department into 
action. Never mind that they seem 
incapable of producing a party 
publication, let alone one worth 
reviewing, stand back and marvel at 
the “Activist’s Pack”. For ten quid you 
get 100 stickers, 200 leaflets and ten 
posters delivered to your door. And 


you did read it right “Activist’s” pack. 
So sparse is the NF these days that the 
four activists they do have spend their 
entire time cutting and pasting 
newspaper articles on their guest 
book rather than actually doing any 
writing or activism. Of course, if the 
NF had activists with the energy and 
enthusiasm of Richard Edmonds, my 
calculations make that a whopping 
£250 the NF would have made in 
one day. 

And finally, I don’t know what to 
make of the excellent Union Jack 
bedspread the BNP merchandising 
department are flogging. My editor 
thought that he and his wife might 
like to snuggle up under one, but 
unfortunately said BNP bedspread 
only comes for the single bed. We just 
don't know what that says about life 
in the BNP Really. 

Old one eye Griffin finally admits I 
may have been active occasionally 
within the BNP in February’s issue of 
Identity. Funnily enough, it comes in 
an article entitled “Time to keep our 
eyes on the ball”. 

I'll overlook his ridiculous 
underestimate of the value of the beer 
money from Searchlight and [ll allow 
you, the reader, to decide whether his 
admission that BNP members did 
attack elderly Asian pensioners at 
Welling library even comes close to an 
apology, in the context that “the vast 
majority or our present day members 
and even leadership were not involved 
in the party at the time”. Step forward 
Richard Edmonds and _ ‘Tony 
Lecomber, one richly lauded on the 
BNP website, the other the party’s 
national development officer, who 
were both as vicious and _ indis- 
criminate as I was that fateful day. I 
should also point out for Griffin’s 
benefit that the press retractions over 
what he says were my “false claims” 
(in fact they were errors generated by 
the media themselves) have been 
made at my insistence, not the BNP’s. 
I just don't get it, Nick, one week I’m 
in, the next week I’m out. But when I 
saw the footage of you sitting crossed 
legged for your BBC3 interview, I 
couldn't help but ask whether I’m the 
only one not too sure of this. 





NOW AVAILABLE: Required reading on the 
nature and the culture of fascist insignia, 
words and fashion, Signs of Hate is aimed 
at people who work within the criminal 
| justice system and community groups, in 
WHAT IS SEARCHLIGHT particular with young people, who may be 
unaware of the racist and nazi influences 
“|, Dk ; that can affect the behaviour of the 
youngsters in their trust. Signs of Hate 
exposes the mythology, secret code words 
and other signs of hate that can influence 
young minds and lead into racist violence. 


“Required Reading”. 
The Times, 30 January 2004. 


£15 (inc postage) to organisations only. 


Cheques payable to Searchlight 
Information Services. 


Signs of Hate is published by Operation — . .- , — |) 


Wedge in partnership with the Association os 
of London Government. 
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Angelic killer in 
fascistic cult 


- Dorothy L. Sayers may be dead and buried, but 
Elizabeth George is still alive and well. 
The question is whether any of the classic 

: writers of crime —S could have dreamt up a 


= of where religious belief ends and 
scistic cultism = 


he scene: Knutby, a small up-market Swedish 

village outside Uppsala, 100 km north of 

Stockholm. As this drama will no doubt 

eventually become a movie, imagine the 

opening shots showing a mysterious intruder, © 
completely clad in black, who silently makes footprints 
in the middle of the night across a field covered in 
recently fallen snow. 

The figure approaches a large grey modern villa and 
enters by the front door, which is probably locked, walks 
tye) co) doves crereeyelol silofore cater (oltcany (1 (olereecoleyen si lciKe 
Alexandra Fossmo, 23, is sleeping. 

Armed with a heavy duty revolver with a silencer 
attached, the intruder fires two rounds to the head and 
one round into the crotch of the sleeping beauty. 
She dies instantly. None of the other occupants in the 
house wakes up, neither her husband nor the three 
Colovitolvevoucd(crejopbetgtemecitcdololelerutercgvoloy sey 

Although the police have not confirmed it, several 
sources agree that the murder victim had also been 
stabbed with a knife that was left sticking out of her 
neck. While the bullets are practical utilities in murder, 
the knife is unnecessary overkill and lends a ritual touch 
to the scene. 

The intruder quietly leaves the building and moves 
aUS{0) seeclaucxsy (co) aue(y sole dusscolurionatm(creuulatcaauatcnceloreyaeyc) ty 
Daniel Linde, 30, a successful manager of a web design 
company, eventually wakes up and answers the door. 
In disbelief he stares at a hooded villain and into the 
barrel of the silenced gun. The killer fires two rounds, 
one hitting chest the other shattering the face and 
cheekbone. 

The hooded figure vanishes into the night. In the early — 
morning police dogs are able to track the killer's escape 
Hvoye clbonverye 2) el(oves(signc. io) 2) stcrtuenig elewie) t-te) suor-terjtelc 
where a car has been parked. 

bsfeval husteyiuracrel, ieave (ersgerceetctecaiy (0) erclltiKeyuse(clyo) uejanl ety 
next-door neighbour, the Norwegian-born reverend 
Helge Fossmo, 32. Unaware that his wife has been 
murdered in the next room, Fossmo dresses hastily, 
rushes over to his barely conscious neighbour and alerts 
the emergency services. It is only later in the night 
Hbele ele elieeiogs sis ya uiie lente! jee goes into 
foyqe) Kolnetel Jelerel< 


ONE CAN WELL imagine the early morning arrival of - 
fictional Chief Inspector Thomas Lynley and his slightly — 


harried looking sergeant, or Barbara Havers, or in this — 


case the arrival of their less famous counterparts in the 
Uppsala Police Department. 

Crossing the police tape, they take in the scene — 
begin the investigation into storybook murder 


_ and attempted murder, realising that: somethi 











volunteer inidnmetiaa: and ¢ 
nearby windows. Nobody has 
anything. The leading investigator 
This is where the story becomes cl 
is not an ordinary Swedish village. It is the s 
Knutby Church, a Pentecostal congregation co 


extremely sectarian even in comparison with the / 


current much larger Pentecostal revival in Sweden. 

The Knutby congregation has about 60 members and 
dominates much of village life. Income is generated by 
private business such as web design development and 


aa(cingleloes oliidats @leteruela cigs ecrelole(cyas Ue) dele loyerctL school, 


and nurses and members of the local fire department's 
emergency paramedic service. Many of the members 


are related or married to each other. And most of them 
are relatively young, 35 and under, well educated and 


financially successful. They donate 10% of their income 
Hoy aeey cocoyeteancrercuatoyel, sauosen) viata) itera aaibicey \(er-(e(<as 
draw their salary. 


The congregation is headed by no less than seven 


priests, among whom Rev Fossmo is the top charismatic 
star. Actual power though is allegedly wielded by a 36- 
year-old woman, Asa Waldau, who following a bizarre 
ritual wedding to Jesus Christ is known as the “Bride of 
Christ”. According to Knutby gospel, this was the 
greatest event in Christianity since Biblical times and 
EAI Conic oCcimaroye}onexeyuntuadatcysoyu(chycaadolwoleredeuanvevolseu @role| 
Almighty himself speaks. Tremendous power indeed. 
Some might call it blasphemy. 


SO WHEN DOES cult behaviour turn into fascism? 
The Knutby church is obviously the usual local squad of 
uniformed racist headbangers, but its attitudes towards 
“unenlightened outsiders”, and large parts of the gospel 
it teaches, are easily recognisable from numerous Aryan 
bunkers, the Christian Identity movement or, yes, US 
white supremacist Randy Weaver's last stand. 

Like football, cultist behaviour is an endless variation 
on a few simple rules. Ostensibly the Knutby church 
preaches a gospel of love and caring. Nobody is coerced 
into joining and people become members as they are 
“saved” by the Lord himself. 


The a of Kautby § is also one of Nondeasienon 


with the usual demands for obedience and warnings 
__ thatlack of faith or prayer will send the sinner directly to 
the consuming fires of hell. Every member is given the 
_task of making intercession for another member; to help 
pray, guide and act as a moral support. And of course to 


sound the alarm if someone deviates from the proper 
mode of thinking —- something we normally identify with 


the informer system of political dictatorships. 


Criticism does not carry much mileage (unless it is in 
the form of self-criticism and repentance) and the 
attitude fostered in the congregation is one of suspicion 
oyivevecks oltisieloee ats iylday cll obleey, |Geltiaeyieatiale sty 


“us” versus “them’, the outside world, the media, 


the authorities, the educational system and of course the 
democratic system itself. Hence the peering of fearful 


_ eyes behind closed curtains as the police approach. 


THE BRIDE OF CHRIST is the lawmaker of the 
Cofoyaavanneavinvavaacacvocelatatered alcsuco}aroyetcueyuidatcya (oli e(elss nye) g 
the Swedish Pentecostal revival, she is not exactly “born 
again” but more “born into”. 

Women, according to the protocol observed by the 
congregation, are considered subordinate to men, 
with the exception of course of the Bride of Christ. 
She administers moral control and sets down the rules 
of everyday life to which the members of the 
congregation adhere ... or so the story goes. 

The Bride of Christ not surprisingly determines who 
gets to marry whom. The congregation has rules about 
where and when sex is allowed and even the sexual 
positions that are considered proper. As far as sect 
behaviour goes, these too are standard items in 
group control. 

Although the Bride of Christ holds tremendous power 
over the congregation members, she has also become a 
recluse who is almost removed from everyday life of the 








community. She is in “conversation with God’, it is 
be ofoyacrel aVeCe. Jato erty rcvelcliuoyiveye vols aleitary avi velo urea 
she was in London. Shopping. 


ALTHOUGH THE MEMBERS of the congregation were 
at first unhelpful towards the police investigation, a 
loucrel quatwolbredeucorcunatcs (Uiuantellalolurcn Mole gituclutertel (orcteelc 
savovenuecluetoynerooyateaucrecctulormuaylitcreccrmauyatoy ot-(eloitel «aren ty 0) 
gossip that Ms Fossmo had been violently assaulted 
three months earlier. 

Confirming the story, Rev Fossmo_ eventually 
explained that a member of the congregation, Sara, had 
inexplicably attacked Ms Fossmo with a hammer. 
An angelic-looking 26-year-old, Sara had been living in 
Rev Fossmo’s house where she was employed as a nanny 
to his children. Following a swift in-house trial, the Bride 
of Christ had banished Sara from the village, forcing her 
to move back to her father’s home in Lyckeby, 450km to 
the south. Information on this possible suspect was 
relayed to the Lyckeby police. On the evening following 
the murder, police knocked on her door and much to 
their surprise Sara Svensson immediately and cheerfully 
confessed she was the hooded killer of the night. 

She is eager to assist the police and offers numerous 
Colcie-tis clefoyeye Javeyiu lala lolejuueniicial lalcsy ieteelermy ore 
travelled 450km north, dressed as an SAS commando 
ebaveecorctumice) (olile wuore: svereguimerct| v-b(el ilotuo) dec) |Geltiiony 
community. She even offers proof. The silencer is 
eYersugcrel shel cucoturydostalcojel da(ycojuivelofeyeravel .sucvlileveseeccy lela 
further claims that she alone was responsible and that 
Riavcje)icvavelerel cverelcer-tualsel oleic uate ciatclel< oy ielosniolh 

By this time the investigating police are nagged by 
some obvious objections. They have never arrested a 
boetolucy Wests) chy eullssu dette) golly cletyelstcvece \coyeetiel 
A registered nurse, she is described as intelligent, kind, 
Ceevatarea (ejuieoltaree sbalcretoihy ctovel @lelccaeuel avibelettcia iilucelhy 
religious, old friends agree, she is by no means a fanatic. 

Obvious questions arise. Where did she get the gun and 
the silencer? These are not items picked up in the local 
hardware shop. How did she fit the silencer to the gun: 
this had to be done in a small metalworking shop? 
She refuses to say. Nor does she offer any motive, cee 
that she is convinced it was the “right thing” to do. 

As detectives consider the chain of events, the pieces 
of the puzzle simply refuse to come together. How come 
Rev Fossmo did not wake up when a gun was fired three 
fateeterd siel aetcy neroin cutlets stone Ce) JuViy oniuel lefcielueyeyents 


Despite the silencer, the bangs would have been loud. 


Yet he does wake up only minutes later to the sound of 
the telephone when his neighbour calls for help. 

Why didn’t the children wake up? The police may have 
vay coda) icuotcluleyel oyu iuet-te \"\Movcje\ keuecsu ibe) vale satoyuavlercs ueln 
were hastily removed from the house, police officers 
were curious to note that they were extremely difficult to 
wake up ... as if they had been drugged. 

Detectives then realised that this was not the first time 
death had visited Fossmo’s mansion. Five years ago in 
1999 his previous wife, Helene, 26, was killed in a bizarre 
bathroom accident in which she stumbled and smashed 
her head on the bathtub tap. Again the death occurred 
while the reverend was asleep. 

Reviewing the old forensic evidence, the police noted 
that apart from banging her head, Helene Fossmo also 
had a near-fatal drug overdose coursing round her veins. 
This had been written off in previous investigations due 
to the fact that she had been ill with flu and might have 
administered the drug herself by mistake. Indeed the 
presence of the drug might have contributed to 
the bathroom “accident”. 


EVEN ARDENT READERS of suspense stories such as 
myself have a hard time keeping track of the many ins 
and outs among the cast of suspects and victims. 
The murder victim was married to the charismatic star 
priest of the congregation. She was the sister of the Bride 
of Christ. When Fossmo’s first wife died, she was about to 
Faatelumys cVeleldelcsy eeloioelolesu (ole vale (eoyalcancreectuloyel o)eiu \iyetcsal 
idols, byule(ee)u@lolutse (orctueleeiiel cu (otiulelel wate slouhicas 
was to replace the deceased, the wedding was cancelled. 

The second victim, Linde, was married to the sister of 
the Bride of Christ's husband. Anette Linde, 26, was out 
during the night of the shooting, babysitting for another 
family in the congregation. 

It was not long before numerous church leaders in 
Sweden were appearing on television. All of them had 
the same message: there is something “wrong” with the 
Knutby outfit, school authorities had _ received 
numerous complaints about the way congregation 
teachers had acted in class and the church has been 
under quiet investigation for some time. _ 

Enter the reverend Patrick Waldau, 28, husband of the 
Bride of Christ and Ms Linde’s brother. Waldau and yet 
Evelevaeay (else (Glan sialeceie clejeects ye) Colaucier cl 


_ official spokesmen for the congregation. Their message 


is one of supreme confidence that God, not the 
temporal powers, will take care of the whole business 








Eualel cletsemiitce (ues Weelage (eles 1s ele er 
surprisingly they have the overwhelming support of a 
congregation that does not need outsiders to tell it what 
to believe. 


Although the self-confessed killer claims she alone — 
was responsible, the police continue to burrow away in - 
Knutby's intricate psychological vegetation. [hey come © 


up with stunning revelations. Rev Fossmo and Ms Linde 
Mites Greagiery cis (Gear seetluies)| custele Alsi oq dele loject| 
plods nod learnedly. Here at last is a motive as old as the 
Ne}lejic derevecvonyejece (er-tel vuaveloaciecterel 

The police also find several witnesses who can testify 
Wetter ten, | solsjagie) areal utr) acres latsstery cuevel (caqeyoyiary Via 
Svensson at the time she was nannying his children. 
Before she took a hammer to try to bash his wife's skull, 
that is. With the evidence piling up, the police returned to 
HGoterdeyy clecccjanels sorssoote) cuatel \/fo Utevols @)el luije)re (oye! aye 
foColuaneresiverc) eelttnetore ieroyteliColetel yy e)uelecjetecate tele lolecialerc! 

The police now believe that Sara acted on 
“instructions”. The question is what could persuade an 
ordinary young woman to commit murder on someone 
else's behalf? 

At this point, we start to getting a glimpse of 
something profoundly evil. The police are now exploring 
the possibility that the killer may have been 
“programmed” by someone who supplied her with the 
gun and pointed her in the right direction. 

This arguably can only be accomplished in the most 
extreme context, in a situation and environment in which 
free will has been entirely subjugated by cult brainwashing 
and mind control, the kind of obedience found in a fascist 
society or in a fascistic, cultist community. 

Sweden might therefore be on the verge of becoming 
the first country in the world to charge somebody with 
murder through mind control, a situation the legal 
profession is anticipating with glee. 


FOLLOWING THIS HARVEST of dramatic revelations, 
the Knutby cult has come under extreme pressure. 
The congregation is being besieged not only by the 
police but also by the national and international media. 
Prayer meetings take place in front of cameras and 
concerned leaders of the larger Pentecostal revival arrive 
ive) (oyiicju ue(csuarequttetVelecs cave) celojeleue, lets (Ae) lelatery 
suggested that an outside priest should step in, a 
proposal sharply rejected in Knutby. 

Under mounting pressure, Vincent lambasts the 
outside world in a public sermon. The media, he claims, 
Eve doc) elyautiastoelt cole deter Olay eth alerstuceyel hy ellcrel 
Rev Fossmo and Ms Linde are innocent, there is a 
fecoyatsjesenctony oreetievel ull sate) ccootitclelejery cielo! vole (clelssang 
aims to slaughter the Knutby congregation. He even 
hints of a rapidly approaching doomsday. 

Karl Erik Nylund, a Swedish Church expert on cult 
behaviour, warned after Vincent's raving sermon that 
the Knutby church may be approaching an Armageddon 
mindset that might lead to an orgy of suicidal violence. 
He claimed the situation was similar to the psychology 
that led to the Waco disaster in the 1990s. Needless to 
say, these comments caused an excited frisson among 
reporters. 

Meanwhile, the Australian priest David Cartledge 
makes a guest appearance in Sweden. Cartledge is part 
of the international radicalisation of Pentecostalism. 


He propagates the kind of apostolic movement that fits 


Knutby like a glove and he has a solution, strong 
leadership. 
“Democracy has no place in the church, Ca 


tledge 
tells slightly astonished Swedish journalists. 8) idea OF 














democracy i in the church j isa a blutt The voting system 
creates divisions and ae 


WHEN IN 19721 HeVicelalavi <cfel aueyes| suteasteyadelelmuy (celal ce) 


se | ele femcs 2 ciate en Mateus ce dae 


Children of God, virtually unknown today but a quite big 
item 30 years ago. Children of God was run by the 
California guru Moses David, who was later arrested for 
paedophilia. His daughter ran their European 
operation. 

Despite being a firm non-believer, | spent some time 
igtdel dete) @lan (alesis ope Groce eri ie Werelice! ano Wer alee 
the religion but the strange sociology of the group. | was 
broke and the Children offered a good meal every day in 
exchange for a few hallelujahs. Numerous backpackers 
Elace eViccilani<cns volte! ute dele: actus (cepeeleelelsta aiouyg 
day just for that meal ticket. 

The Children of God were marketing an extraordinary 

mixture of free sex, eternal love and guitar-playing 
peace. They saved souls. They took in the drug addicts, 
the runaways, the seekers and the outcasts. Briefly, they 
even enjoyed some political prestige among do-gooders 
who claimed that religion was far better than drugs and 
itive: abel dele: clexsioecy clove) datcle ete) @lavilerncse’ oye (rere! vera) 
offering a solution where society had failed. 
DNfoye toy dette tele: (@laul(auucrey (oye Glove! \i\icsuo aucrclihig Colasbercs 
was making money. Big, big money. What they did was 
send out recruits to beg systematically for money in 
streets and large sums made their way into Moses 
David's pockets. Defectors later revealed that Children 
of God’s ever demanding priests even forced women 
into prostitution. Defector Miriam Williams later wrote 
the story of the cult in an excellent autobiography, 
Heaven's Harlots — My Fifteen Years as a Sacred Prostitute 
in the Children of God Cult. 

This, by the way, was in the 1970s, long before Jim 
Jones and his crazed followers committed mass murder 
in the Guatemalan jungle, before anyone had heard of 
the Branch Davidians and while the revival of American 
Christian fundamentalism was still in its infancy. It was 
also before religion-driven fascistic abortion clinic 
bombings became a plague and long before al-Qaeda 
wrongly made Islam synonymous with terrorism. 

The names and faces change but nothing is deadlier 
than a fascist cult behind a religious mask. 

M@ Stieg Larsson is the author of several books on the 
extreme right and political cults. 















POSISCRIPT 

From riches to rags 

Following an intense investigation, the police released 
Ms Linde in February. She has been cleared of 
involvement in the murder but has admitted the 
moral crime of infidelity. Rev Fossmo has been charged 
Wilaa) mcleti(s: (elled(efer-ie(oiam@ 1g) uals) (aaiviaelcig lately 
being investigated on suspicion of killing his former wife 


in 1999. 


Ms Svensson remains in jail after leading the police to 
the place where the gun was disposed of. A team of 
RVIevella) farew ay (elcies (dcrerecigeve| (ie (igejaa tale \Weeyecie Viarelcg 
the long bridge to the east coast island of Oland. She 
remains an enigma and claims “she alone” is the killer. 

Since Ms Linde’ S release, Rev Fossmo’s status in the 


_Knutby congregation has plunged. Until then, the 


congregation had held wakes and stoutly defended him. 
After Linde’s confession, communal love was replaced by 
feelings of anger and betrayal. In the words of one 
member of the congregation, "He is the Devil. He has 


tricked us all. It is all the work ~ the Devil." - 
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“Charts how the group’s tactics moved from 
street fights to a campaign of letter bombs 
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Affiliate to Trade Union Friends of Searchlight 


By becoming an affiliate you will receive: 

@ A copy of Searchlight magazine every month. 

™@ Copies of our newsletter, TUFS NEWS. 

™@ Special rates on training and educational materials. 

@ New affiliates also receive a copy of our book Facing the 
Threat: Fascism and the Labour Movement. 
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Trade union activists’ network 

As part of our ongoing campaign against the 
BNP we are asking for all union branches, 
regions and trades councils to nominate two 
activists who will form part of our network and 


whom we can contact directly. This will help us 
to organise quickly at grass-roots level. 


Trade Union activists’ network 
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Searchlight Fighting Fund 


There is no let-up in our campaign to defeat the 
BNP In the run-up to the 2003 local elections we 
worked with locally based anti-fascist and anti- 
racist groups defending towns and cities against 
the fascist threat. We helped them produce 
thousands of local leaflets and published 
400,000 copies of our special edition Searchlight 
newspaper. We could not have done this without 
the generous support of trade unions. 

The BNP now has 17 councillors. There is a 
‘huge amount of work to be done if that number 
is to be reduced rather than grow next year. 
And it is essential that the campaign is waged 
all year round. We urgently need to build a solid 
financial base to continue and extend our 
campaigning work. Trade unionists are the 
backbone of anti-fascist and anti-racist work — 
please support the Searchlight Fighting Fund now. 


We are asking trade unions at national, regional 
and branch level to donate to the campaign. 
We are also asking individual trade unionists to 
make donations and/or commit to a monthly 
standing order. Please help us to build and 
continue the work. Together we will win! 
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(Please make cheques payable to Searchlight Fighting Fund) 








Please debit my account with the sum of £ 








immediately and monthly thereafter until cancelled by me in writing. 
Please complete the following (all sections must be completed) 
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Your account no Sort code 





Pay Searchlight Fighting Fund (account no 81322729, sort code 
40-17-45) HSBC, 183 Moulsham Street, Chelmsford CM2 OLH 


Signature Date 





Please complete all parts of this form and return it to Searchlight 
Fighting Fund PO Box 1576, Ilford IG5 ONG. Please do not send it 
direct to your bank. 





6éSearchlight has done a tremendous job tracking the activities of the far right and providing that 
information for the movement. Searchlight is now producing information for and supporting communities, 
and working jointly with trade unions. This is a very effective strategy.?? Kevin Curran General Secretary GMB 
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Le Pen barred from regional ballot 


From Esbé for Scalp-Reflex and Antifa-Net in Paris 


A MONTH BEFORE the regional elections on 21 March, 
Jean-Marie Le Pen, the voluble leader of the fascist Front 
National (FN), was declared ineligible to stand as a 
candidate in the Provence-Alpes-Céte-d’Azur (PACA) 
region, which includes Marseille and Nice. Until being 
barred, Le Pen was getting around 25% in opinion polls. 

The rules state that candidates must live in the region 
in which they are standing. Even though the majority of 
leading French politicians live in the Paris area, they 
always have a second home elsewhere, or rent one in 
their name, in order to be able to stand in local or 
regional elections. 

Le Pen’s main residence is in the posh Paris suburb of 
Saint-Cloud but he also rents an apartment in Nice. 
However, it turns out that the lease on this apartment is 
not in his name but in that of the FN, which is also liable 
for local taxes. In other words it is a tax dodge. 

Seeking to rectify this “technical oversight”, as Le Pen 
touchingly calls it, in February — why he left it so late is 
best known only to him — he asked the tax authorities in 
Marseille to change the name on the lease. His request 
was rejected, a decision confirmed by the regional 
prefect and Jean-Baptist Brossier, the government 
commissioner, leaving Le Pen unable to contest the 
election and with no right of appeal. 

Le Pen was quick to exploit this situation in the media 
by thundering about “plots” against him and organising 
protest demonstrations but the media and political 
community believe that Le Pen disqualified himself 
deliberately in order to avoid standing in an election he 
was scared of losing and at the same time to present 
himself as a victim. 

The severity of the decision against the FN leader 
seems curious when one considers that the governing 
Union for Popular Movement (UMP) has expressed 
open support for Alain Juppé, the former Prime Minister 
convicted for illegal financial dealings, and that 
Dominique Perben, the Justice Minister, has even called 
for Juppé’s exemption from ineligibility. 

The law has often come in handy as a weapon against Le 
Pen. In 1997 he assaulted a female Socialist candidate in 
Mantes-la-Jolie and was convicted. That put an end to any 
chance of him standing in the 1999 European elections. 
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It should also be noted that at the beginning of Feb- 
ruary Le Pen was already facing the threat of ineligibility 
in connection with a lawsuit for racial hatred brought 
against him by the Human Rights League. 

If many commentators saw only a plot executed by 
the EN itself, they were ignoring the fact that the main 
beneficiary was not going to be Le Pen but his 
mainstream right-wing opponents. 

Whatever the results of the elections, which will be 
known by the time Searchlight is published, Le Pen 
could be expected, as always, to declare himself 
victorious. He will, as always, say that the highest levels 
of power were ranged against him — proof that his is the 
only credible alternative policy for all those who suffer 
social insecurity and who do not recognise themselves 
any more in the mainstream parties, left and right alike, 
which now only differ in name. Moreover Le Pen will no 
doubt claim that he was barred because he had a very 
good chance of winning. 

As one might expect, France's political leaders have 
learned nothing from the presidential election of April 
2002 when Le Pen won through to the second round. 
Thinking only of themselves, they have opted to use 
cynical institutional and legal gimmicks to preserve 
their positions while pretending to defend democracy. 

Meanwhile Nicolas Sarkozy, the Interior Minister, who 
is infamous for his FN-style ultra-tough law and order 
policy, held several public meetings in the south of 
France, particularly in Toulon (formerly ruled by the FN) 
and Orange, whose mayor, Jacques Bompard, is still with 
the FN. The purpose of the meetings was to explain that 
the mainstream right needed the support of FN voters. 
At the same time as running round hysterically 
denouncing the sans papiers (illegal migrants) and 
Roma, Sarkozy was proclaiming, “if people vote for the 
EN, it is because they are suffering and one cannot 
reproach them for that”. 

It is apparent then that even if Le Pen’s name was not 
on the ballot paper, there is no shortage of others who, 
in trying to steal his vote, are ready to lend credibility to 
his programme. The problem is that this might later 
badly rebound if voters opt for the fascist original rather 
than the conservative copy. 





New fascist party 
marches in support 
of alleged killer 


From Jeroen Bosch for Alert! and 
Antifa-Net in Utrecht 


THE FASCIST NATIONALE ALLIANTIE (NA) devoted its first 
demonstration to a call for the release of a man awaiting 
trial for killing a Turkish immigrant. Cees Gardien, who is 
wheelchair bound, is in prison awaiting trial for killing 
Yapcup Yuruyucu, who is alleged to have robbed Gardien’s 
garage business. 

Although the march in The Hague on 21 February was 
advertised on many right-wing websites only 25 fascists 
turned up. The NA is a split from the New National Party 
(NNP), which has partly moved into yet another right-wing 
extremist outfit, NieuwRechts, and partly retained an 
independent existence. Recently some high-ranking NNP 
members have defected to the NA whose leader is Jan 
Teijn, a veteran extremist. 

Teijn kicked off his fascist career in the Centrum 
Democraten in Rotterdam and then moved to CP’86, where 
he joined a national socialist faction and eventually got 
himself elected as an NNP city councillor in the Feijenoord 
district, a seat he still holds. As well as engaging in party 
politics and factionalism he likes to march in Belgium in 
support of the SS and tout nazi paraphernalia and hate 
music on his website. 

The NA demonstration represented a strange cross-section 
of Dutch fascism, with people from the board of the NNJ, the 





















Jan Teijn, leader of 
the Nationale 
Alliantie, speaks 
at his party's first 
demonstration 





NNP’s youth wing, together with the leader of the Jonge 
Fortuynisten, the youth section of the right-wing populist List 
Pim Fortuyn. In charge of security was the NA‘s security chief 
Ton Hoogduin, the former bodyguard of the late Centrum 
Democrat leader Hans Janmaat. Hoogduin achieved notoriety 
as a football hooligan of ADO Den Haag and once hurled a 
nail bomb onto a crowded stadium terrace. 

Peter van Egmond and Wim Beaux, who defected to the 
NA some weeks ago, carried one of the two banners. These 
two together with Ton Steemers form the leadership of the 
NAs North Netherlands region and have a long racist 
political history. 

The demonstration ended after 30 minutes with a speech 
by Teijn, who raged at Anti-Fascist Action for its attempt, 
which was unsuccessful, to prevent the demonstration by 
sending an open letter to the city council and mayor, 
exposing the fascists behind the march and calling for it to 
be banned. 

Shortly before the demonstration ended, Michael Krick, a 
notorious nazi from Germany but living in the Netherlands, 
dropped by. Krick, who has several convictions, is currently 
active in Eite Homan’s Aktiefront Nationaler Socialisten. 
He was extradited to Germany for possessing hate music 
and displaying nazi symbols at a demonstration but was 

released last year. 
The NA will probably go the same way as other 
breakaway factions. It is already quarrelling with 
almost everybody in sight and seems to have 
attracted some activists who are infamous for 
causing factional strife in other parties. 

The NA is not alone in cobbling together 
strange marches in The Hague. On 23 January, 
a 40-strong ragbag of right-wing extremists 
took part in a march organised by JongRechts, the 
youth organisation of NieuwRechts, under the slogan 
“Less violence, more order”. This march, like the NAs one, 
used law and order slogans in a bid to exploit feelings of 
unease among white people following the shooting of Hans 
van Wieren, a teacher at the Delta school in The Hague, by a 
young Turkish boy identified only as Murat D. 


Ton 
Hoogduin, 
security chief 
of the NA, 
checks the 
area for anti- 
fascists 
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Drawing a line under the past 


By Bela Schneider for Antifaschistisches Infoblatt and Antifa-Net in Berlin 


Roma leader 
Petra 
Rosenberg, 
who has 
attacked the 
plans to stop 
new pensions 
for victims of 
the Nazis 








THE SOCIAL DEMOCRAT-LED administration in Berlin is 
planning to end special pensions for the victims of the 
Nazis. Berlin’s budget committee approved a bill in February 
that will prevent any new applications after 31 December 
2004. The pensions are paid under a 50-year-old law 
known as the PrVG, which “recognises the rights of anyone 
who was politically, racially or religiously persecuted under 
national socialism”. 

The move has sparked bitter criticism from organisations 
representing victims of the Nazis. Petra Rosenberg, president 
of the Berlin-Brandenburg Association of Roma and Sinti, 
which represents one group of victims, has slammed “the 
cold, let’s draw a line under it all, mentality” that lies behind 
the bill, one of the aims of which is to improve long-term 
budgetary planning in near-bankrupt Berlin. 

The maximum PrVG pension is £655 a month for a single 
person and £765 a month for a couple but these figures 
include other entitlements such as housing benefit and 
occupational pensions. PrVG pensions have risen by an 
average of 0.3% in the past, the most recent increase being in 
2001. The injustice is compounded by the fact that provisions 
for war veterans and war widows have steadily improved. 

PrVG pensions are only paid to residents and former 
residents of Berlin who were persecuted by the Nazis, 
including Jews, Communists, Social Democrats, members 
of resistance groups, Sinti and Roma, homosexuals and 
euthanasia and sterilisation victims of the Nazis. Claimants 
must either have lived in Berlin at the start of their 
persecution by the Nazis or have moved there before 
1 January 1991. The pension is also paid to Jewish 
refugees from the former Soviet Union and the former 
Eastern Bloc countries in Berlin. 

The 1991 deadline has produced an unfair situation in 
which an estimated 600 claimants have been denied a 
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pension despite, says Irene Runge, chair of the Berlin 
Jewish Cultural Association, “repeated and numerous 
requests for its alteration”. 

There are three or four new applications a month but 
numbers are falling. Eighty-seven new applications were 
submitted in 2001 but only 50 in 2003 of which 34 
received neither acknowledgement nor support. More than 
20% of applications are rejected. Every year around 5% of 
PrVG pension recipients die. The proposed expiry date will 
mainly affect survivors of Nazi persecution who return to or 
move to Berlin from elsewhere in Germany or from abroad 
and who have not yet applied. 

Former slave labourers of the Nazis are faring little better 
than the victims of persecution. In February a Berlin court 
rejected a case brought against the federal German 
government and the Memory-Responsibility-Future 
Foundation, which pays compensation to former slave 
labourers. 

The action was brought over the German government's 
refusal to pay compensation to Italian “military internees” 
who were used as forced labour by the Nazis after being 
taken prisoner in September 1943. Joachim Lau, the 
lawyer representing around 4,200 of the 60,000 Italian 
prisoners still living, described the proceedings as a test 
case and was claiming £5,000 damages and com- 
pensation on behalf of two former Italian soldiers, Giacomo 
Malberto and Antonio Basile. 

Malberto, now 83, was arrested in 1943 in Athens and 
deported to Germany. In 1945, he was liberated by the Allies 
from the Teichwolframsdorf concentration camp in Saxony 
where he had been a slave labourer. Over half the Italians 
deported there with Malberto died because of the inhuman 
conditions they had to endure. Basile, 82, was likewise 
deported in 1943, but to Luckenwalde near Berlin, and was 
forced to do hard labour until being freed in April 1945. 

Malberto and Basile were only two of 620,000 Italian 
soldiers forcibly taken to Germany after Italy’s Field Marshal 
Piedro Badoglio threw in the sponge in September 1943. 
Hitler personally ordered the refusal of prisoner-of-war 
status to the soldiers of his former ally, so depriving them of 
the protection of the Geneva Convention, and they were 
viewed as traitors by their Wehrmacht and SS guards and 
exposed to vicious treatment. 

In August 2001 the German government turned down a 
request for compensation on behalf of the Italian internees 
on the grounds that they were de facto prisoners-of-war and 
were thus obliged to work. 

Neither Malberto nor Basile were able to travel to Berlin 
because of illness and the court rejected their lawyer's 
application for costs. 

As there appears to be no legal basis for an appeal, 
Lau is considering a constitutional case or bringing the matter 
to the European Court of Human Rights in Strasbourg. 


STATESIDE 


Third parties tired 


and cliched 


By Leonard Zeskind for IREHR and 
Antifa Net in the USA 


IN THIS FOURTH INSTALMENT on election year 2004, 
Leonard Zeskind analyses the potential of “white-wing” 
third parties. 

If you closed your eyes and listened to the television 
news, you might think that white nationalists were 
picking in high cotton during this election year. 
Opposition to President Bush’s proposed immigration 
amnesty plans, for example, stretches from 
Congressional Republicans to the hard-core centres of 
national socialist lunacy. In fact, anti-immigrant activity 
is once again reaching into the environmental 
movement: a slate of anti-immigrant candidates is 
currently vying for election to the board of directors of 
the Sierra Club, America’s oldest and largest grassroots 
environmental organisation. Sierra Club members 
voted down a similar challenge six years ago, but in this 
election year contest the outcome is far less certain. 
In addition, a bevy of conferences and meetings of all 
sorts will keep white nationalist cadres busy this spring, 
including a celebration in New Orleans after David Duke 
is released from prison. 

Christian nationalists too should be bringing in the 
sheaves. Mel Gibson’s Passion movie, after all, has 
unleashed a wave of crucifixion mania in cinema houses 
across the country and will likely turn the Hollywood 
adventurer into a billionaire, despite the film’s 
antisemitic portrayals of Jews. Further, several thousand 
gay marriage ceremonies in San Francisco have sparked 
a predictable backlash and President Bush has 
announced his support for a constitutional amendment 
to forbid such happy unions. 

Such an amendment is not likely to pass however and 
Republican opponents of President Bush's immigration 
amnesty plan will not break organisational ranks with 
him over the matter. At that end of the political 
spectrum, third parties have been notorious failures in 
recent years. And 2004 is likely to be more of the same. 

Consider the Reform Party. After Pat Buchanan's 
brigadistas wrestled the party apparatus away from the 
remnants of Ross Perot’s fan club in 2000, they had over 
$12 million in campaign funds and the promise that the 
television commentator would win over 5% of the vote. 
If he had, this year’s generation of Reformers would have 
inherited ballot status and money. But three campaigns 
on the same pitch proved too much even for the genius 
behind President Reagan's visit to Bitburg. Buchanan 
fared poorly in the last general election and in this cycle 
the Reform Party's remains have neither money nor 
ballot status. In fact they barely have a coherent 
organisation at all. 


At least three factions now claim their lineage from 
Perot and/or Buchanan. One calls itself the American 
Reform Party. Another signed its website as the Reform 
Party of the USA. Yet a third group broke away and called 
itself the America First Party, a name that has been 
abused by a string of super-patriots ever since Pearl 
Harbor, when Charles Lindbergh tried to make the 
world safe for a National Socialist Reich. This 
contemporary group of Firsters held a founding 
convention in August 2002, but a year later it too 
fractured over the potential conference appearance by 
Colonel Bo Gritz, the one-time militiameister turned 
Christian Identity devotee. Now none of the leftover 
brigadistas and reformers can constitute themselves as 
anything approaching a viable electioneering outfit. 

By comparison, the Constitution Party almost looks 
like a contender. Founded as the Taxpayers Party by a 
former Nixon administration official, Howard Phillips, it 
has attracted John Birch Society members, anti- 
abortion crusaders and gun rights types. But it too has 
fared badly at the ballot box. In 1992, for example, it 
spent more money and won fewer votes than Bo Gritz 
and the Populist Party. In the last presidential election, 
Phillips held on to the party’s core voters. The party is 
nowhere close to gaining ballot access in all 50 states, 
however. And in most states it cannot even muster forth 
its own state party newsletter. 

Like a bunch of old, worn out clichés, third parties on 
the white right will once again be unheard and 
unrespected when the votes are counted next November. 


Oklahoma state trial begins for Terry Nichols 

As Searchlight goes to press, Terry Nichols’s trial on state 
murder charges has begun. Convicted on federal 
murder charges in the Oklahoma City bombing, Nichols 
is currently serving a life sentence. Timothy McVeigh 
was likewise convicted in a federal court and was 
executed. Nichols’s state trial promises to be unlike 
either federal case. First, the charges are different. 
The first time Nichols was charged with the deaths of 
only eight people, all of them federal agents. This time 
he is charged on 160 counts. And the trial is in Odahoma 
rather than in Denver and the families of victims will 
exert a greater presence. 

At the same time, Nichols’s attorneys have so far 
turned to their advantage several of the FBI missteps in 
the case. And in what may prove to be a stunning 
moment of courtroom drama, they have announced 
that they will try to introduce Peter Langan as a witness 
for the defence. 

Long-time Searchlight readers might remember 
Langan. He was the Aryan Republican Army 
mastermind who was captured in a gunfight and 
subsequently convicted for a string of bank robberies 
across the Midwest. Langan now claims that at least one 
member of his bank gang also worked with McVeigh. 
And Nichols’s attorneys think they have FBI documents 
to prove it. Stay tuned to this column for more 
developments next month. 
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St Petersburg 
skinheads 


accused of racist 


murder of child 


‘ 


From Mara Vladimirova for 
Antifa-Net in Moscow 


A GANG OF SKINHEADS knifed a nine-year-old girl to 
death as she was arriving home with her father and 
cousin in St Petersburg on 9 February. Khursheda 
Sultanova, whose family comes from Tajikistan, was 
stabbed 11 times with a long-bladed knife in an assault 
that Valentina Matvienko, the governor of St Petersburg, 
described as “bestial”. 

Khursheda’s father Yunus, 35, and her cousin, Akobir, 
11, were also attacked with clubs and baseball bats and 
taken to hospital with head wounds. Akobir would 
probably have been killed had he not escaped by diving 
under a parked car. A few days after Khursheda’s murder, 
a man from the Caucasus was beaten to death in a 
railway station in the city and about 50 Jewish graves 
were defaced with fascist slogans and swastikas at a 
local cemetery. 

At least three recent racially motivated murders in 
St Petersburg have been attributed to skinheads, 
including that of a six-year-old Chuvash girl from 
Lyulya, southeast of Gorky, on 21 September last year. 
Most of these racist crimes go unsolved. 

Despite Matvienko’s strong statement comparing 
Khursheda’s murder to the Moscow metro terror attack 
on 6 February, in which 40 people were killed, the 
attitude of the police leaves much to be desired. 
Pavel Rayevsky, a spokesperson for the St Petersburg 
police, told the local media within hours of the murder, 
“It is very strange that they would choose to stab the 
little girl to death and only beat the father,” adding, “It is 
no secret that immigrants from Tajikistan are often 
involved in the drugs trade”. 

The skinhead movement came to Russia from the 
West at the beginning of the 1990s. At that time, there 
were violent attacks on students from Africa or India 
attending colleges in Moscow but murders were rare. 
After the pogrom in the south of Moscow in October 
2002, when 300 boneheads stormed market places and 
killed three people, experts thought there were 20,000 
skinheads in Russia. 
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Today estimates range from 15,000 to as many as 
50,000. The Interior Ministry in Moscow reckons 
there are 5,500 skinheads in Moscow and 3,000 in 
St Petersburg but there could be up to twice as 
many. According to the Moscow Bureau of Human 
Rights, Russian skinheads mainly belong to three 
rival groupings: Skinlegion, Blood and Honour and 
Brigade 88. 

In St Petersburg however it was reported on 5 March 
that a number of skinheads belonging to another nazi 
group called Schulz 88 had been charged with 
incitement to racial hatred, violent behaviour and 
sedition following a series of police raids. This group, 
which has between 30 and 40 members aged between 
16 and 20, is apparently one of the best organised of the 
nazi groups in St Petersburg and even ran a shop on 
Litejny Prospect in the city centre. Although its name 
has been mentioned in connection with Khursheda’s 
murder, nobody has been arrested so far. 

In recent years the skinheads have worked hard to 
establish themselves politically and even tried to stand 
in the parliamentary elections in 2003 on the 
Motherland Bloc’s party list but were crossed off at the 
last minute. 

Skinheads nationally are generally aged between 15 
and 20. New teenagers join as the older ones quit the 











scene. The skinheads get a special patriotic kick from 
football matches and concerts. While some members of 
skinhead groups come from poor or single-parent 
families living in decaying apartment blocks in the 
windswept suburbs of Russia’s major cities, skinheads 
are by no means all from deprived backgrounds. Joining 
a skinhead group gives an illusion of superiority, identity 
and physical security for dysfunctional teenagers from a 
variety of social backgrounds and enables them to 
flaunt a common dress code, taste in music and extreme 
right-wing political orientation. 

Alexander Ivanov-Suchareyevsky, the leader of the 
nazi People’s National Party (PNP), openly patronises 
skinheads and tries to infuse their activities with 
nationalist ideology. Ivanov-Suchareyevsky explains his 
extremist nationalist position by babbling on about a 
so-called “war of civilisations”: “Another civilisation has 
come to us with different attitudes to everything, to 
women, to children. That’s why it will be war,” he 
explains. The entry ritual for acceptance into the PNP, 
which was founded in 1994, is reminiscent of a military 
swearing-in ceremony in which recruits raise a hand in 
salute and proclaim “Freedom to Russia’. Another 
common PNP slogan is “Russia for the Russians’. 

The flow of immigrants from former Soviet republics, 
especially Tajikistan, Uzbekistan and those in the 
Caucasus region, has presented Russia with the same 
maze of questions and problems as that faced by the 
European Union. In Moscow alone the number of 
migrants tripled last year to an estimated 200,000 and 
anti-minority feelings and prejudice have escalated, 
especially since the Moscow metro bomb attack. 

Most immigrants to Russia’s cities are fleeing, in 
search of work, from horrendous poverty in their own 
countries. About 900,000 of Tajikistan’s 6.8 million 
residents, for instance, travel annually to Russia to work 
on construction sites or at vegetable markets. In St 
Petersburg, the Tajik community consists of 6,500 
people. 

Some of the migrants to Moscow and St Petersburg 
live in dire poverty and are, claim the authorities, drawn 
into crime. They are widely and negatively perceived as 
poorly educated people with little knowledge of 
Russian, who beg on the streets and the metro and are 
involved in the drugs trade. In a survey carried out in the 
wake of Khursheda’s death, an appalling 20% of those 
polled said they “understood” the murder. 

When immigrants are attacked, the police often do 
not investigate. In some cases they do not even try to 
hide their support for the racists and, not surprisingly, 
immigrants are afraid to come forward as witnesses. 
The level of racist intimidation is such that 
many immigrants are scared to use public transport 
because they are subjected to rough police spot checks 
or harassed by racists. 

Although the authorities and police attribute racist 
violence to skinheads and say they can identify the 
ringleaders, they also plead that it is difficult to deal with 
them. Trials regularly collapse and violent bonehead 
criminals get off with suspended sentences for the lesser 
offence of “hooliganism”. 

After the Khursheda Sultanova tragedy, Matvienko 
promised that the killers would be found and that she 
would stop the escalation of racism and nationalism in 
St Petersburg. Yuri Luzhkov, mayor of Moscow, has 
cracked down on “hooliganism” but has also licensed 
the Tajik immigrants who are used as street cleaners in 
the city, which only sharpens the racist contrast 
between “white” Muscovites and “black” workers. 


Ecorasciats mare in Antwerp 


By Wim. Haelsterman for 
_ AFF-Verzet/CAF-Résistances 


A small nazi demonstration in Antwerp on 31 January 


was interesting for the unusual organisations 
represented. The march, which had the permission of 
the city council, was organised by the previously 
unknown Flemish European League under the theme 
“Europe for the Europeans”. This enabled the 75 
boneheads present to express their contempt for 
voting rights for foreigners and their opposition to 
Turkish candidature for European Union membership. 
They also waved flags bearing the Celtic Cross and 
Flemish lions. The march passed without incident 
thanks to a heavy police presence and received little 
media attention. 

Most of the participants belonged to Groen Rechts 
(Green Right), a fringe Flemish right-wing extremist 
group that links ecology with paganism and nazi 
perspectives. This rather unusual combination, for 
which there are however some precedents, is the 
main reason why this group is mocked in more 
orthodox nationalist circles. 

The group, which is very small, is probably the 
Flemish branch of the Dutch political party of 
the same name. That party was founded seven 
years ago and has so far achieved nothing at all. 
The Flemish group is just two years old. 

The sometimes rather hilarious website of the 
Flemish Green Right does not tell visitors much 
about the people involved. The only member who 
does not hide his identity online is Paul Debaes, a 
man well known for his Holocaust revisionist views 
who volunteered for the Waffen-SS at the age of 16. 

Mouvement Nation, a nazi outfit from Wallonia led 
by the infamous Hervé van Laethem, was also 
present at the eco-nationalist march. Rumour has it 
that the demonstration was also intended as a 
provocation to the extreme right Viaams Blok. 
Antwerp is the stronghold of the VB, which the nazis 
regard as “bourgeois-liberal”. 
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Harsh anti-migration policy 
will not solve social problems 





Rita Verdonk, 
Immigration 
Minister, 
whose job it 
is to put the 
anti-asylum 
policy into 
effect 





Political events in The Netherlands 
made international headlines on 9 
February when the Dutch Parliament 
agreed by 83 votes to 57 to return 
some 26,000 refugees to unstable 
countries including Afghanistan, 
Somalia and Iraq. 

While MPs voted for the most 
repressive asylum policy in Dutch 
history, 2,000 people protested outside 
parliament in the freezing cold. 
One protester, Iranian asylum-seeker 
Mehdy Kavousi, stitched his eyes and mouth shut. 

Rita Verdonk, the Immigration Minister, had granted 
amnesties to 2,300 refugees before getting on with 
implementing the law essentially formulated by Job 
Cohen, who had held the same post in the government 
coalition of two years ago between the Social Democrats 
(PvdA) and the rightist liberals (VVD). At that time, only 
a small group of activists fighting for the refugees 
foresaw what might happen and protested against 
Cohen's decision by handcuffing him for 15 minutes 
during a parliamentary debate to make him feel what it 
was like to be an “illegalised” person. 

During the elections of May 2002 when despite, or 
perhaps because of, the murder of Pim Fortuyn the fever 
of populism was never far away, and later in the 
elections of January 2003 Cohen, then mayor of 
Amsterdam, was regarded as the personification of a 
humanist approach on problems of integration and 
immigration, a human face against the thoroughbred 
technocrat Prime Minister Jan Peter Balkenende. 

Despite the unexpected emergence of the right-wing 
populist Fortuyn in 2001 and the sharp swing to the 
right in the political atmosphere generally, it is not 
Fortuyn’s legacy that triggered Verdonk’s move. Fortuyn 
was, in fact, in favour of a general pardon for the very 
same refugees who are now facing ejection. 

This might have been a smart tactical move to improve 
Fortuyn’s suitability for a place in government had he not 
been murdered. However even his disciples, in the shape 
of Mat Herben, the List Pim Fortuyn (LPF) leader, and the 
former LPF Immigration Minister Hilbrand Nawijn, were 
of the same view. The aim, in the parlance of the right- 
wing populists, was to “clean the house” and then 
introduce a tough new immigration law. 

Verdonk plans at the very least to try to extradite 3,000 
refugees who have run out of all further legal options 
this year. Many quickly run out of options as previous 
governments long ago abandoned the right to file new 
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From Jeroen Bosch for Alert! and Antifa-Net in Utrecht 


evidence during the hearing of a case to back up an 
asylum appeal. 

Many of the people targeted for extradition have been 
in The Netherlands for many years and have children 
born there. They mainly live in villages in the north of 
the country and are models of integration. The threat to 
remove them has triggered much protest from their 
neighbours, friends and people in the villages where 
they live, who have offered the refugees a hiding place 
and promised to resistance police attempts to remove 
them. Their solidarity contrasts with widespread 
attitudes in other countries including the UK. 

The response was not what Verdonk expected. 
She thought her scheme to evict these people from 
refugee hostels to make room for “real” refugees and to 
bring them to special centres to prepare them for their 
return “home” would appeal to certain sentiments in 
the Dutch population. It did not. 

Although according to surveys the majority of Dutch 
people favour the new law, most people think it 
inhumane to separate families by sending back only 
the father, or to return them to war zones such as Iraq 
or Afghanistan. 

Verdonk should already know that special centres for 
refugees will not work. The first is scheduled to open by 
summer. Her plan is to hold people there for eight weeks 
and, if it-then proves impossible to remove them, to 
detain them in prison for up to six months. According 
to researchers at the University of Tilburg, only 35% of 
such detainees are ever extradited. 

When it is still not possible to repatriate a refugee 
because their country of origin cannot be determined or 
because the embassy to which the refugee is presented 
refuses to provide travel documents, the refugee ends up 
on the street. This is what has been happening for over 
four years. 

Alternatively there are extradition centres. The 
Netherlands now has two, one at Schiphol airport in 
Amsterdam and one at Rotterdam airport. They hold 
“illegals” arrested in police raids who are to be flown out 
of the country within 28 days. Refugees who have run 
out of legal options can also be dumped there. 

Those new refugees who manage to enter The 
Netherlands will also go to centres, including an 
“orientation” centre and a “return” centre. People without 
papers or with “illegal” papers will be barred automatically. 

The last piece of Verdonk’s system will be the “return 
locations”, yet to be built, where refugees whose 
applications have failed can apply to be housed. This 
accommodation will be more sober than existing 


refugee centres. The regime under which the refugees is 
still undecided. 

The key point, however, is that spartan 
accommodation and a tight regime will be focussed on 
scaring and intimidating refugees and putting them in 
such a desperate plight that they will even accept 
extradition to a country from where they did not come. 
As well as this panoply of restrictive measures, there are 
several special prisons and prison wings for refugees. 

The Netherlands does not have a system of periodic 
“regularisation” of so-called “illegals” such as those 
existing in Spain, Italy, France and Belgium. Five years 
ago the Dutch government, in the person of Job Cohen, 
gave a kind of “residence status” to 13 “illegals”, who had 
been working in The Netherlands and paying taxes for 
an average of 12 years. Last year a group of illegalised 
workers went on hunger strike, which resulted in Cohen 
handing out three permits to stay, this time as mayor of 
Amsterdam. But that does not amount to much. Surveys 
prove that Dutch citizens support these refugees 
because they contribute to the economy, pay their taxes 
and are fully integrated. 

The same is now happening in the case of refugees 
affected by Verdonk’s measures. Many people, up to the 
highest levels of society, are attacking the inhumanity of 
“Verdonk’s law” and contemplating civil disobedience. 

At first, it looked like the city councils and mayors of 
Amsterdam, Rotterdam, The Hague and Utrecht were 
going to refuse to carry out evictions of refugees from 
hostels in their cities. But after direct talks with Verdonk, 
they appear “reassured” that no refugees will roam their 
streets and embarrass them with the sight of women 
and children begging on the squares of their cities. 

One of the fiercest opponents of the new law is Jan 
Pronk, the former government minister and political 
veteran who nowadays chairs the main refugees’ 
organisation Vluchtelingenwerk. Pronk says that 
refugees are not being treated legally and are being 
discriminated against instead of protected. Technical 
criteria, he says, are being applied to people without 
consideration of important aspects of their personal 
situation, such as children, work, integration and health. 

Pronk, who has described the extradition plans as 
deportations, was thrown out of Verdonk’s office and 
threatened with the withdrawal of state subsidies to the 


refugee councils for which he works. Verdonk is refusing 
to talk with Pronk because the term “deportation” 
reminds her of the Second World War. 

Another high-ranking critic of the government's plans 
is the Foreigners’ Advisory Commission (ACVZ), which 
has condemned Verdonk’s proposal that new asylum 
seekers should have a mere 48 hours to prove their 
identity, tell their story and secure the services of a 
lawyer. The ACVZ says the new procedures are very 
dangerous to the rights of refugees and the time limit 
should be extended by at least another 48 hours. 

Human Rights Watch complained as long ago as April 
2003 that The Netherlands was imposing Europe's harshest 
anti-migration policies and took the Dutch government to 
task by calling its policies inhumane and unlawful. 

These official protests are one thing but the work of 
anti-racists at the grassroots level to save refugees from 
extradition is important because they are providing 
practical assistance such as shelter, medical care, 
education and jobs. School students, churches and 
residents’ committees are working together to organise 
demonstrations at government buildings and picketing 
their town and city councils with appeals for solidarity 
and humanity. 

What is astonishing is that the Christian Democrats 
(CDA), who hold absolute power in the government, are 
not facing criticism from within their party, although the 
churches and local CDA mayors are backing the anti- 
Verdonk protests. 

Under pressure from the adverse coverage in the 
European media Verdonk gave an interview to the 
Financial Times and explained her policies in an open 
letter that only emphasised the absurd isolation in 
which this Dutch government is operating, its lack of 
humanity and its naive belief that it can solve serious 
social problems with a package of severe measures 
dreamt up several years ago and no longer relevant. 

The removal of 26,000 mainly young and 
overwhelmingly integrated refugees will solve nothing. 
It will not enhance integration, it will encourage 
“ghettoisation’, it will deepen social inequality and it will 
do little to halt administrative corruption. Only popular 
resistance and widespread civil disobedience can make 
Verdonk and the government see that their policies lead 
only to a social and political cul-de-sac. 
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A story of everyday nazism 


Hungary will join the European Union on 1 May. Our correspondent 
Karl Pfeifer reports some alarming news from Budapest. 


THE CHRISTIAN LIBERAL BUDAPEST weekly Hetek has 
commented that three recent events show Hungary 
has not succeeded in forcing the antisemitic and racist 
genie back into the bottle. 

The first event was a nazi demonstration on Heroes’ 
Square in Budapest which was protected by police. 
Anyone visiting the Monet exhibition at the museum on 
Heroes’ Square on 11 February would have been 
shocked to see “a group of people dressed in nazi 
uniforms, cheering Szalasi, the leader of the infamous 
Arrow Cross nazis, and calling the state of Israel ‘the 
state of rats’”. 

This “group”, who were carrying Hungarian nazi flags, 
belonged to the Hungarian wing of Blood and Honour 
(B&H), the international nazi skinhead movement. 
B&H was officially registered in Hungary as a “cultural 
association” in February 2001 and a “charitable 
association” in May 2002. 

On 11 February, B&H mobilised 600 people to 
demonstrate in memory of Hungarians who 
collaborated with the Nazis to defend Budapest against 
its Red Army liberators. This was not the first such 
demonstration but it is difficult to understand why the 
present Socialist-Liberal government could not prevent 
it. It is well known that the Office of National Security, 
responsible for Hungary’s internal security, considers 
B&H to be “the most dangerous neo-fascist gang” and 
has its members under surveillance. 

At the beginning of 2003, Budapest’s public 
prosecutor protested against B&H’s registration but the 
court that heard the case could not reach a verdict. 
This left the issue in the hands of the police, who not 
only allowed a nazi demonstration on Heroes’ Square 
but also protected it. The result was that the anniversary 
of Budapest’s liberation from Nazi occupation was 
marked by B&H nazis yelling anti-Jewish obscenities 
and extolling the “heroic defenders of the city”, by which 
they meant the German Nazis and Hungarian fascists, 
including the Hungarian fascist leader Ferenc Szalasi, 
who was sentenced to death for war crimes. 

An article in the right-wing weekly Magyar 
Demokrata described the fascist defenders of Budapest 
who fought against the “red gangs” (the Soviet Army) as 
“the successors of the laudable tradition of those who 
fought against the Turkish occupiers” in the 16th 
century. Other articles claimed “the brave defence” of 
besieged Budapest had served Western culture well, as 
it had ostensibly prevented the “advance of the Red 
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Army to Paris”. 

What kind of Western values these fascists embodied is 
apparent from Hetek’s second cause for concern, namely 
the revelation that a large percentage of history students, 
many destined to become teachers, are highly prejudiced 
against Jews, Gypsies and foreigners. Their ethnic 
prejudices were examined in a study by the prominent 
sociologist Maria Vasarhelyi published in the Budapest 
weekly Elet és Irodalom. The study was based on 500 
interviews, of which 37% were conducted in ecclesiastical 
colleges and 63% in state universities. One third were in 
the countryside and two thirds in Budapest. 

It makes grim reading. Of the students interviewed, 
21% believe that Jews “decompose” and weaken the 
nations that accept them, 22% think it would be 
preferable if Jews lived only in Israel, 23% believe that 
Jews are, on the whole, responsible for antisemitism and 
24% think Jews do not want to be integrated in 
Hungarian society. Almost one third showed antisemitic 
attitudes, 29% were unsure and only 39% held a 
consistently democratic view. 

At the Catholic Pazmany Péter University in Budapest, 
42% demonstrated antisemitic attitudes and a further 
41% were “unsure” about their attitude to Jews. Only one 
in six of the students could be classified as belonging to 
the consistently democratic camp. 

The results of the study of anti-Gypsy attitudes were 
even more alarming. Two thirds of those interviewed 
consider that “the majority of gypsies are not decent 
people”, almost half think that Gypsies do nothing to 
integrate into society and almost the same number 
believe that the growth of the Gypsy population 
constitutes a danger to society. More than one third 
consider that Gypsies should be forced to live like other 
people, the same number think the “criminal 
inclinations” of Gypsies are genetic and 20% openly 
voice the opinion that Gypsies should be segregated. 

The third event singled out by Hetek was the decision 
to erect a statue to Count Pal Teleki, the initiator of 
discriminatory laws against Jews while he was Prime 
Minister of Hungary before and during the war. It is only 
because of the courage of a tiny minority of people that 
the inauguration of the statue has been postponed. 

Almost half a million Hungarian Jews were sent to 
Nazi concentration and extermination camps during 
the Holocaust with the active help of the Hungarian 
state administration. Sixty years later a Budapest city 
council commission, supported by the city’s mayor 


Gabor Demszky, voted to honour Teleki, although 
Demszky later withdrew his support following protests 
by Jewish organisations and liberal people. 

The late Gyérgy Szdraz, a journalist and literary critic 
noted for his perceptive historical observations and 
honest assessment of antisemitism and its links with the 
Holocaust, summed up Teleki as follows: “He was one of 
the fathers of racial discrimination, of nationalism, and 
irredentism. When Prime Minister, he introduced 
corporal punishment, he used sanctions against the 
workers; later he assisted Hungary’s orientation to Italy 
and Germany, he designed laws against the Jews and he 
continued this suicidal policy, when even he himself felt 
the terrible growing danger.” 

Teleki expressed his racist views as early as 1914. As 
Prime Minister between 1920 and 1921, he formulated 
the numerus clausus law which drastically limited the 
number of Jewish students in higher education. 

Teleki was again Prime Minister from 1939 until he 
committed suicide before the Nazi attack on 
Yugoslavia. In 1939 he promulgated The Second Law 
against Jews, which classified them as “second-class 
citizens”, and prepared the racist Third Law. Compared 
with this, his criminal activities pale into insignificance: 
he took part in a robbery at the Hungarian Embassy in 
Vienna as a member of an anti-communist gang and 
was suspected in 1925 of participating in the 


production of counterfeit French francs. 

Not long ago the Miklés Horthy Society organised an 
ecumenical remembrance mass in Budapest's Catholic 
basilica for Horthy, who died 47 years ago and whose 
administration did everything in its power to segregate 
Jews and deport them often in advance of German 
requests. 

Why this reactionary crowd dresses up in Ruritanian 
uniforms and honours Horthy is hardly a mystery. 
The right-wing opposition describes itself as representa- 
tive of the “Christian’ middle class so it is not 
surprising that it has adopted the Catholic Pal Teleki and 
the Calvinist Mikl6s Horthy, who led Hungary into 
disaster, as role models. 

After the collapse of communism in eastern Europe 
other former communist countries looked for and found 
their “pre-communist roots” in the anti-fascist heritage 
of the Second World War period. Hungary was unable to 
do this because it never had a bona fide anti-fascist 
movement and what it did have it was “tainted” with 
sympathy for communism. 

Members of the Hungarian right, claiming to speak for 
the “Christian” middle class, are therefore harking back 
to the only other political heritage they know: the 
ideological and political foundations of the period 
between the world wars: namely fascism and even 
antisemitism. 
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Don’t do it Blunkett! 


By Alfio Bernabei 


THE BRITISH HOME OFFICE will shortly have to pick up the 
pieces of what appears to be a macabre and shambolic 
attempt to rehabilitate Italian fascist history. David Blunkett, 
the Home Secretary, has to decide whether to change a 
page of nazi-fascist history of crucial significance. He is likely 
to be unaware of the shenanigans behind the scenes that 
have landed him with an Italian request to dig up the 
remains of 14 prisoners-of-war buried at Brookwood 
Cemetery near Woking, Surrey in order that some can be 
reburied a few feet away. This might sound farcical or 
ghoulish. However the failure of the political aims of “project 
Brookwood” as originally conceived has only come about 
fortuitously, not because of a change of mind in those who 
launched it. The request to dig up the remains did not 
originate from the families of the POWs but from a London- 
based Italian publication, which should be enough to alert 
the British authorities to real objectives of the operation. 
Brookwood Cemetery is the largest military cemetery in the 
UK. Plot 15 includes German servicemen as well as 
14 Italians described as “soldiers” or “black shirts”. Plot 16 
contains the remains of about 330 Italian POWs. The British 
made no mistake when they buried the 14 Italians alongside 
the Germans in plot 15. The two countries had established a 
war alliance. They were the common enemy. A page of history 
was written when these burials took place. Plot 15 with both 
Italians and German POWs became an important reminder 
for future generations of the Italo-German criminal alliance. 
Six years ago some Italians seemed to think that this page 
should be rewritten. In mid November 1999 Litaliano, a 
London-based Italian publication, sister of the Italian slot of 
Spectrum Radio 558, launched “project Brookwood”. It stated 
that the 14 Italians buried with the Germans were members 
of the Repubblica Sociale Italiana (RSI), the puppet regime set 
up in Salo after the armistice of 1943, headed by Mussolini 
under the control of Adolf Hitler. It indicated that the 14 
had been the victims of obsolete political discrimination. 
It demanded that their remains should be dug up and 
separated from those of the Germans and recommended that 
they should be reunited with the other Italian POWs in plot 16. 
Thus the “project” was clear: to attempt to demonstrate 
that the nazi-fascists of the Salo Republic should be treated 
the same as ordinary POWs. The soldiers who obeyed 
Mussolini’s orders in 1940 did so under conscription and 
may have had second thoughts about nazi-fascism once 
they saw the disaster the two dictators had brought about. 
The RSI fascists, who included some notorious butchers, 
came to the opposite conclusion. After the armistice they 
chose to remain faithful to Hitler and Mussolini and kill as 
many partisans and Allied soldiers as possible. The RSI army 
became one of the most criminal units of the Second World 
War. For every German killed by the anti-fascists, they killed 
ten of their fellow Italians. 
So urgent appeared the necessity to bring about the 
reunion of these diametrically different types of combatants 
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that Litaliano apparently forgot to discover what the relatives 
thought of the exhumations. When a leading representative 
of the Italian community and church criticised the operation 
Litaliano was indignant: “We have been accused of 
‘demagogy’ and of having mounted a cheap publicity stunt 
that exploits the dead and patriotic values”. 

That “project Brookwood” should have found a favourable 
echo in Rome is not surprising. Since Silvio Berlusconi 
brought the fascists into his first government in 1994 he has 
presided over a steady rehabilitation of fascism. The current 
minister for the Italians abroad is Mirko Tremaglia who joined 
the nazi-fascist Salo Republic as a young man. Tremaglia is 
now a member of Gianfranco Fini’s National Alliance Party 
that inherited the Italian fascist movement. He remains proud 
of his past. “I vindicate the history of my life which is also the 
history of Mussolini’s Salo Republic”, he said recently. 

Tremaglia has a following among Italians in London. They 
are currently distributing a publication called /talia Nuova 
(New Italy). It issued a manifesto headed “Who are we? 
What do we want?”. the same words as the 1920 edition 
of the London-based newspaper La Cronaca that heralded 
the birth of the London Italian Fascist Party a year later. 

The sought after political objective of “project 
Brookwood” fell apart when new data emerged suggesting 
that the 14 never belonged to the RSI after all. L/taliano 
insisted the exhumations went ahead and reclaimed the 
“necessity to overcome the divisions and the brakes of an 
ideological nature”. 

Confusion arose when the startled families of the 14 
reacted differently to the proposed exhumations. Five opted 
for the remains to be brought back to Italy. Nine went 
along with the suggestion to move them a few feet away. 
The relatives of two POWs could not be found, which means 
that any action may be illegal as well as immoral. 

Llitaliano claims to be politically neutral. Asked about 
fascism, its editor Wolfgang Bucci says, “Today there is 
a certain uniformity on political positions. Parties are no 
longer so different from one another. Today’s fascism is 
no longer that of the past that is to be condemned”. 
Eyebrows rose when Litaliano published a very sympathetic 
portrait — a “chat” as the paper called it — with Massimo 
Morsello, one of the leading fascist terrorists in London. 
“When Morsello speaks he always succeeds in attracting the 
attention of many, for good or for bad”, read the opening 
paragraph, “but after all he belongs to the philosophy of 
‘many enemies, much honour’. Not that he likes a fight [sic] 
he has been doing that during his entire life, but the cause 
is good, and moreover is shared by thousands of young 
people who see in him a guide and a source of inspiration.” 

More eyebrows rose when Bucci took over the allocation of 
tickets for Italian football matches in Euro 96 from Morsello 
and Roberto Fiore, his fellow refugee from justice who 
escaped from Italy in 1980, after an article in The Mail on 
Sunday exposed the two as terrorists. The surcharge deal 
on the tickets included a concert arranged by Meeting Point, 
part of the Fiore-Morsello empire. To the football fans who 
only wanted to see matches and objected to paying for a 
Meeting Point gig that stank of fascism, the editor of Ltaliano 
replied that the surcharge was part of a prior agreement and 
could not be altered. In other words the Fiore-Morsello deal 
had to be accepted as it stood. 

It should come as no surprise that last month L/taliano 
became the vehicle for leaflets that invited Italians in the UK 
to elect as their representative a candidate endorsed by 
Tremaglia, the proud ex-fascist. 

The exhumation request is now with the Home Office, 
which means that Blunkett will have to decide whether to 
allow the Italians to play political football in a British military 
cemetery for reasons that are all too clear to see. 


From the archives 








20 years ago 
April 1984 


In the first of two trials of 
members of Michael 
Kuehnen’s recently banned 
National Socialist Action 
Front/National Activists, the 
neo-nazi Arndt-Heinz Marx 
and seven others have been 
charged with breaking into 
the home of a former 
member and torturing him. 
It is alleged that the eight, 
all in their 20s, attacked 
Andreas Sachse in 
September 1983, tied him 
up, beat him, held a mock 
trial, forced his head under 
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water and fired a loaded gun at him before abandoning him in a wood. 

Marx claimed that the attack was a case of “boyish high spirits” and 
that Sachse was beaten because he advocated raids on army arms 
depots. Sachse claimed he had broken with the organisation and was 
compiling a file on its activities. 

In a trial due to start after the completion of the torture trial, Kuehnen 
and eight others, including two of those involved in the first trial, are 
accused of producing and distributing 5000 leaflets calling for the repeal 
of a law banning neo-nazi activities. The organisation, which was banned 
late last year, is reported to have around 270 members. 
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desea Michael Griffin has been 
convicted of killing Dr David 
Gunn during an abortion 
protest outside a women’s 
health clinic in Pennsacola, 
Florida, on 10 March 1993. 
Gunn was shot in the back 
three times as he got out of 
his car and walked towards 
the clinic to begin work. 

Griffin admitted shooting 
Gunn shortly after the 
incident, but later recanted. 
The jury did not buy his defence attorney’s attempt to portray Griffin as 
a man brainwashed by Rescue America leader John Burt, a former 
Klansman who leads attacks on abortion clinics. In 1986, Burt broke 
into an area clinic and damaged medical equipment and injured 
workers. He claims to have quit the Klan 20 years ago when he became 
a born-again Christian. 
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Stop the BNP is dedicated to 

combating nazi hate atthe 

election polls. This June, anti- 

fascists will be faced with our 

biggest challenge yet as the BNP go all outin 

a bid to win seats in the Local, European and 

Greater London Authority elections. In the face 

of this threat, we at Searchlight want to make 

sure voters know the full story about who the 

BNP are and what they really stand for. 
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